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A vision that continues to blossom

A pedestrian bridge spans the Des Moines River in downtown Des Moines, Iowa, connecting the Des Moines 
Riverwalk, a project of the Des Moines Recreational River and Greenbelt program. Photo by Mike Cox

Leveraging resources has been key in the success of the Des 
Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt program. 
     The visionary behind the program was former Con-

gressman Neal Smith who drafted the legislation in an effort to 
develop ecosystem improvements and recreational opportunities 
in the Des Moines River corridor. 
     The program was authorized in 1985 by Public Law 99-88, the 
1985 Supplemental Appropriations Act.
     The overall objectives of the program are to provide central 
Iowa and Des Moines metropolitan area with environmental pro-
tection of scarce river bottom timberlands and to greatly enhance 
opportunities for recreation.
     “The program has provided a vision of recreation along the 
Des Moines and Raccoon rivers in central Iowa created through a 
partnership with the State of Iowa and local communities to help 
focus recreational development efforts in their areas,” said Den-

nis Hamilton, chief of Programs Management Branch.
    The legislation also established an advisory committee to 
oversee the program including representatives from various local, 
state and federal agencies with the Corps charged with the overall 
administration of the program. 
    To date, the advisory committee has successfully completed 16 
projects and four are currently active and in the process of being 
constructed. Another 14 projects are approved but currently inac-
tive, and 74 are planned but not approved for federal funding. 
     Of those remaining projects some are being pursued by the 
local sponsors to continue the mission of the Des Moines Recre-
ational River and Greenbelt program despite the lack of federal 
funding.
    “Communities have developed some projects on their own that 
were originally Greenbelt program projects. They were able to 
find non-federal funds to complete them, some have also mor-











Certified Cost Engineer (C.C.E.)
Jack McDaniel

Diplomate, Water Resources Engineer (D.WRE)
Christopher Trefry

Land Surveyor in Training (LSIT)
Patrick Baumgartner

Professional Hydrologist (P.H.)
Christopher Trefry

March-April 2013 Tower Times 11

Spotlight on the District

Story and photo by Hilary Markin, Editor

     Some of his other hobbies include camping, biking, wood-
working, model railroading and homebrewing. 
    “My dad and I built a coffee table with a model train inside it 
from cherry wood my grandfather harvested from the land I grew 
up on in Minnesota,” said Heddlesten. You can see several of the 
items he and his father built at his desk in the annex.
    Community involvement is another passion. His most recent 
endeavor was running for 5th Ward alderman in Rock Island.  He 
is also active with the Broadway Historic District and Neighbor-

In celebration of National Engineers Week, Engineering 
and Construction Division held an Open House on Feb. 19. 
Activities included exhibits in the various offices and short 

presentations of recent engineering work accomplished by Engi-
neering and Construction personnel. 
    A ceremony was held to honor and present the latest roster of 
registered engineers and professionals. 
     “Our District has the highest percentage of professional engi-
neers in the region. This is a testament to our professionalism and 
integrity, and is highly regarded across the Corps,” said Denny 
Lundberg, chief of Engineering and Construction Division.
     Anthony Heddlesten, one of the District’s newest professional 
engineers, said a few words about the importance of becoming a 
professional engineer to help encourage others.
     “It was a lot of work studying and then terrifying waiting for 
the results,” said Heddlesten. “But it was all worth it. To me, 
having my PE (professional engineer) means a lot. It furthers my 
career development and it adds a feather in my cap to my position 
both here in the District and as an engineer.”
     The celebration of National Engineers Week was started in 
1951 by the National Society of Professional Engineers in con-
junction with President George Washington’s Birthday.  President 
Washington is considered the Nation’s first engineer, notably for 

National Engineers Week Celebration – Feb 17-23

Anthony Heddlesten, one of the District’s newest pro-
fessional engineers, shared some of the top reasons 
why you should become certified as a professional 
engineer during a National Engineers Week ceremony.

hood Partners, volunteering his time for the betterment of the 
community.
    When asked about advice, he shared what he lives by, “Take 
every opportunity that anyone gives you - you never know where 
it many lead you; nobody ever wished they had spent more time 
sitting around twiddling their thumbs. You also have to find a 
good balance between work and play; again, nobody ever wished 
they spent more time at work rather than going fishing, hiking or 
spending time with family.”
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his survey work. During this week, engineering societies, associa-
tions, and councils representing the dozens of different types of 
engineering disciplines from across the nation call attention to the 
contributions engineers make to society. 
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