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RESOURCE PROBLEM:

PROJECT FEATURES: 

· Installation of six water control structures and five wells with two mobile power units,

· Tree planting of bottomland hardwood species, and creation of a 70-acre greentree reservoir,

· Wet grassland restoration by planting prairie cordgrass plugs,

· Shaping & stabilizing up to 2 square miles of the sloughing Bryants Creek bank line,

· Create four 8ft-10ft deep holes in Raybourn Slough to provide fisheries habitat.

The wetlands, forests and grasslands along the Mississippi River provide habitat for over 230 species of birds along one of the most important migration corridors in North America.  Along much of the river these habitats have been severely reduced or degraded due to the impacts of man.  On the 3750 acre refuge, 2200 acres are manages as wetlands in 14 impoundments.  Optimum management of several of these impoundments and the potential development of new impoundments is limited by inadequate pumping capabilities and water control structures.  Forest resources on the refuge and along much of the river were severely impacted by the flood of 1993.  Hard hit were hard mast producing trees including pin oak and pecan.  On the refuge up to 80% of bottomland hardwoods in 220 acres of forests suffered mortality due to the flood.  Grasslands suffered the greatest loss and only very small remnant tracts remain, mostly on public managed lands.  Many backwater sloughs have been cut off from the river by levees.  Almost all of these areas have greatly deteriorated due to loss of depth from sedimentation.  This has greatly reduced aquatic habitat diversity limiting important deep water areas for summer and wintering fish.  On the refuge, the 35 acre Raybourn 


Slough is seasonally connected with the river via a water control structure and has loss depth due to sedimentation.  
PROJECT OUTPUTS:

The components of this project would substantially protect and enhance the value of habitat management programs on the refuge.  Wetland acres would be increased and improved providing additional benefits for large numbers of migrating waterfowl.  The additional wells would allow targeted and timely management of specific wetland units for shorebirds.  Forest and grassland birds would directly benefit from the restoration or enhancement of approximately 150 and 320 acres of these habitats, respectively.  Fisheries resources will be benefited by the diversity and deep water provided by the dredging in Raybourn Slough.  The value and benefits of this entire complex of managed habitats will be ensured by stabilizing the Bryants Creek bank line.  

FINANCIAL DATA: 

Total estimated base year costs for this project is $236,600 (or $283,920 fully funded).  The estimated annual operations and maintenance cost is $2,000.  All of the project features are on USFWS owned lands managed as a refuge.  Accordingly, under the provisions of Section 906 (e) of WRDA 1986, as amended, the projects first costs are 100 percent federal.   OMRR costs are the responsibility of the project’s sponsor, USFWS. 
STATUS:

The project has been deferred.
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