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RESOURCE PROBLEM:

PROJECT FEATURES: 

· Construct a low levee, 3 to 5 feet high, to keep out sediment-laden flood waters up to a 20-year frequency; and

· Provide new gated drains and two portable pumps for interior water level control.

The habitat of the refuge had deteriorated due to flood-induced sediment deposition.  Waterfowl usage at the refuge had dropped from heavy use to only 500 ducks per day by 1983.

PROJECT OUTPUTS:

Project outputs have included increased food production, increased longevity of the wetlands, and an overall major increase in migratory waterfowl use of the area.  Based

on 7 years of operation, the project appears to be very successful.  The levee, gated culverts and pumps have been used to exclude sediment-laden waters and to control water levels independent of river stage.  These conditions have encouraged plant projection which has drawn increasing numbers of waterfowl to the area.  Documentation has shown that the project has contributed to an increase in the overall habitat suitability indices.

FINANCIAL DATA:

General design costs were $49,000, and construction costs were $454,000.  Annual costs for operation, maintenance, and repair are estimated at $1,800 and are the responsibility of the non-Federal project sponsor, the Missouri Department of Conservation.
STATUS:

Construction was completed in April 1990.  The project is being operated by the Missouri Department of Conservation.  A performance evaluation report was distributed in July 1996.
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