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AGENCY AND PUBLIC COORDINATION 
 

Public involvement is critically important to the success of the overall master planning effort.  The Corps 
has involved the public, affected tribes, Federal, state, and local agencies in the revision process.  The 
public involvement effort related to developing this Master Plan occurred from June 2012 when 
Saylorville Lake announced its plan to revise the Master Plan through June 2014.  During this time the 
public, stakeholders, and public agencies were given the opportunity to comment and participate in 
defining the project issues and formulating resource use objectives.  
 
Comments were received from a number of agencies, groups, and private citizens. These comments are 
provided in the following sections: 
 
1. PRESS AND MEDIA - MASTER PLANNING PROCESS 
 
2. PUBLIC SCOPING JUNE 2012 – 2014 
 
3. PUBLIC MEETING MAY 15, 2014 
 
4. AGENCY COORDINATION 
 
5. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 30-DAY PUBLIC REVIEW COMMENTS,  
NOVEMBER 17 THROUGH DECEMBER 18, 2014 
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2.  REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING INITIAL 
SCOPING FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Comments were submitted in writing, by email, or online to the Saylorville Lake project office.  Over 
91 Questionnaire’s were filled out and submitted online, through e-mail, or in person.  The planning 
team considered all written and verbal comments received.  Comments were received on a wide range 
of topics including: 

• Concerns about Urban Sprawl and Development 
• Pollution (Runoff, Siltation) 
• Campsite Improvements 
• Improving/Restoring Habitat 
• Adding Dump Stations 
• Increasing Accessibility (Camping, Fishing, and Trails)  
• Improving Restroom Facilities 
• Increase Enforcement of Regulations  
• Controlling Invasive Species 
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Question 1:  What are the current or future environmental threats 
facing public lands/waters at Saylorville Lake? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Development (Sprawl) 23 
Siltation/Erosion (Upstream & Lake) 13 
Pollution - Runoff (General) 12 
Pollution - Chemical Runoff (Farm/Stream) 12 
Pollution (Water/Litter/Residential Runoff)  11 
Water Levels (Drop in/too Low/Climate Change/Drought) 9 
Overpopulation/Overuse of Area 6 
Trees (diseased/dying/plant more) 5 
Invasive Species/Lack Biodiversity 5 
Lack of Funding 2 
Poor Conservation Practices/Watershed  by General Public 2 
Flooding 1 
Des Moines Water Usage 1 
Lack of Green Corridors 1 

 
 
 
 

Question 2:  With projected funding for Saylorville Lake declining, 
what other options do you see that could help accomplish management tasks? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Volunteers (more of them) 25 
Raise fees (bike trail usage, boats, day users, campsites, for big RV's)  18 
Fundraisers (donations/advertising/events/corporate sponsorship) 16 
Campsites (add more/make improvements/extend season) 7 
Reservation System (Get rid of it) 3 
Do less for recreation and more for biological integrity 3 
Recycle Program (collect money from cans/bottles) 2 
Sell Firewood  2 
Retain Money (Earned here, stays here) 2 
Politics (?) 2 
Establish Friends Group/Partnerships 2 
Work Campers 1 
Put Future Projects on Hold 1 
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Question 3 Part 1:  If you were in charge of Saylorville Lake, 
what improvements would you make? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Campsites (Improvements) 35 
Dump Stations (Add/Make Improvements) 19 
Handicapped Accessibility (Camping/Fishing/Trails) 10 
Bathrooms - Improvements 8 
Add/Maintain Equestrian Trails 8 
Regulation (More Patrol/Enforcement Action) 7 
Improve Biodiversity/Natural Capital/Environmental Protection 6 
Wi-Fi (Add/Need) 5 
Longer Camping Season/Hours 5 
More Hiking Trails 5 
Playgrounds 4 
Dredge Lake 4 
Support Watershed Improvements 4 
Trim Dead Tree Limbs  3 
Spray Poison Ivy 3 
Plant More Trees/Landscaping 3 
Better Signage 3 
Advertising Programs (Social Media, Use Restrooms, More) 3 
Fix Railroad Ties 3 
Add Non-Reservable Sites 3 
More Trash Receptacles 2 
Add Recycling Receptacles 1 
Add temp/weather display outside the VC 1 
Eliminate Non-Reservable Sites 1 
Add Biking Trail (all the way around lake) 1 
Add Cabins 1 
More multi use trails 1 
Improve Offseason Access 1 
Improve Beaches 1 
Remove Dam 1 

 
Question 3 Part 2:  Where would you make them? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Prairie Flower 11 
Cherry Glen 6 
Visitor Center 2 
Acorn Valley 2 
All 2 
Red Feather 2 
Sandpiper Shelter 1 
Oak Grove 1 
Big Creek 1 
Marina 1 
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Question 4:  Why does managing the land and waters 
at Saylorville Lake matter to you? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Green space - (Close Getaway/Relax) 22 
Recreation - (Opportunities/All) 22 
Green space - (Environment - Wildlife/Flora) 21 
Community Asset - (For the Next Generation) 13 
Community Asset - (Location/Close Getaway) 8 
Community Asset - (Economic -Visitors/Pop. Retention/Drinking Water) 8 
Flood Control 5 

 
 
 
 

Question 5:  What do you like or what changes would you make to improve 
plant communities, fish habitat, or wildlife habitat at Saylorville Lake? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Nothing/Don't Know/Good Job 13 
Keep/Improve Prairie/Savannah/Grassy/Wildflower Areas 12 
Improve Fish Habitat 10 
Plant More Trees (Fruit/Shade/Other) 9 
Watershed Education 6 
More Interpretive Signage/Education 4 
Reduce Invasive Species/Improve Biodiversity (Fire) 4 
More Regulations 3 
More Wildlife Food Plots/Habitat 3 
Dredge 2 
Stop Clearing Brushy Areas 1 
Remove Dam 1 
Acquire Land 1 
Improve Bird Habitat 1 
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Question 6:  What are some outdoor recreation opportunities that should be 
continued, expanded, added or eliminated at Saylorville Lake? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Continue All Recreational opportunities available now 22 
Expand Educational/Science/hikes Programs for Kids/adults 12 
None - (Satisfied & No funding available) 9 
Add/Expand/Continue Horseback Riding 9 
Add/Expand hiking trails 8 
Eliminate or restrict access (Intensive Recreation, ATVs, etc) 7 
Add Sports Amenities (Basketball/Volleyball/Tennis/Horse Shoe Pits) 6 
Expand hiking trails/birdwatching 6 
Expand bike trails 5 
Add Campsites 4 
Stop paving everything (no ADA, keep some unpaved hiking trails) 3 
Expand fishing access 2 
Expand Frisbee Golf 2 
Add Concessions/Rentals 2 
Continue Walk-Up Campsites 2 
Add Cabins 1 
Eliminate Alcohol 1 
Add Urban Hunting 1 
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Question 7:  What are the important benefits of 
Saylorville Lake to you and your family? 

Response 
Number of 

Similar Responses 
Camping 29 
Relaxing/Peaceful/Beautiful 22 
Well Kept (grounds and facilities) 10 
Boating 10 
Proximity to Des Moines  10 
Wildlife and Bird Viewing/Nature 10 
Fishing 9 
Family Memories 8 
Environmental Protection 8 
Biking 6 
Swimming  5 
Flood Control 5 
Horseback Riding 5 
Great recreation area, love it. 4 
Reasonably Priced  4 
Walking/Hiking 4 
Friendly Staff 3 
Great Place to Work 3 
Safe 2 
Being able to see the lake 1 
Fun 1 
Interpretive/Educational 1 
No Alcohol 1 
Eco-Tourism Benefits/Economics 1 
Picnics 1 
Health 1 

 
 
Comments Received From Focus Groups June 2013–August 2013 
 
Birding – June 18, 2013 

• The letter to the interests groups was generic and led many to believe that this meeting was a 
general public information meeting and not specific to the birding community. 

• Follow up with other interest groups reference the above comment 
• Would like the opportunity to specifically counter arguments made by other user groups 
• Want year round vehicle access to recreation areas for the purposes of birding.  Understanding 

that occasionally areas may have to be closed due to weather. 
• In the last few years the recreation area policy has changed to the date specific to 

opening/closing.  This unfairly limits access to the public. 
• Public education and signage to demonstrate/explain ecosystem restoration projects 
• Protecting migrating waterfowl (pelicans & shorebirds) from disturbance prior to hunting 

season, specifically at Jester Park. 
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Biking – June 19-2013 
• Enjoy single track soft trails type of biking (unpaved trails) 
• Lack of soft trails north of NW 66th Ave 
• Need something similar to Sugar Bottom (Coralville lake) 
• Users invest time in maintaining & protecting Sycamore Trail, protect with gated trails, 

fencing, etc. 
• If you don’t build authorized trails around Saylorville Lake you will have rogue/social trails 

become a problem 
• Equestrians rule Jester Park (not bikers) 
• More cross-country skiing, then there is potential to use soft trails for bikers as well 
• Soft trails would be multi-use (hikers, runners, bird watchers, etc). 
• West side trail is too steep to enjoy 
• Signage is extremely important 
• Build the loops off the main spine trail (Sugar Bottom is like this, very good) 
• ATVs are a problem at Sycamore Trail – detriment to trail 
• Soft trails would be more of a benefit than a negative to an area 
• Great benefit to Polk City with a diverse well designed soft trail system; economic benefit to 

the area 
• Many experts available to use to build soft trails, professionally build in 2-3 years for much 

less than paved trail 
• Corporate money available in DM-interested in supporting health and wellness, i.e. biking. 
• Corps at Coralville has the ability to close sections of the trail if necessary 
• Sugar bottom may not be applicable as a model for Saylorville 
• Difficult sections are relatively short, less than 1 mile 
• Two concepts for trails 1) long narrow trail or 2) maintain trail with loops off the spine 
• Mountain bikers travel to many areas/states and provide and economic boom to those 

destinations. Cuyana, MN – Copper Harbor, MI – Raystown, PA 
• 40 miles of trail outside Birmingham, Al is extremely popular with bikers from all over the US 
• AR,MN,CO,FL – all states where meeting attendees have biked in the past year 
• Trails would be easily maintained 
• Trails would be used year round 
• Trails would need to be managed when trail is in poor condition 
• Hunting and biking usually are not a conflict, trails would provide access for hunting population 
• Enjoy riding bikes on Neal Smith Trail 
• Would like connection of Neal Smith with High Trestle Trail 
• If looking at putting in hard trail, consider instead to triple amount and make a soft trail 
• Soft trail means dirt, not rock 
• It would be great to have trails that are long (i.e. 10 miles) and secluded/quiet 
• Not experiencing user conflict with trails in Des Moines between bikers, walkers, runners, etc. 

 
Local Entities – June 25, 2013 

No Attendees 
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Boating – June 26, 2013 
• What can we do to stop the siltation?  Are there any attempts to slow it down? 
• Marina infrastructure concerns in relation to siltation knowing continued siltation will occur 
• Are there any thoughts of purchasing additional lands/ 
• Are there any intentions to increase the number of campsites? 
• Who makes the final decision as to what goes into the Master Plan? 
• Is there a possibility that the Master Plan will include the construction of public use buildings 

on Corps lands for educational purposes, trainings, public meetings, etc? 
• The Corps should confront adjacent landowners to pass on/donate land 
• Carlyle Lake leased a building, constructed by the Corps, to teach/instruct students out of a 

central location for boating safety courses 
• Compliment to Big Creek looking so nice “ A Real Showplace” 
• When a boater launches a boat alone, it’s would be nice to have a dock to tie that boat up to 

while retrieving the vehicle 
 
Hunting – July 9, 2013 

• Increased opportunity for hunter recruitment in the urban setting in the form of 
youth/mentored hunts or special events DNR hunts. Coordinator AJ Winters 

• Predator control, increased predators decreases game species 
• Recruiting and organizing volunteers to help manage resources in times of shrinking budgets 
• Look at potential to connect Neal Smith Trail and future NW Beaver Ave trail across 78th Ave 
• The ability of federal property to continue to provide public services/recreation in spite of 

continued urban development. 
• Fragmentation of federal lands by adjacent development/roadways/utilities 
• Wayfinding, reflective directional signs 
• Signage/Availability of hunting maps, both hunting and non-hunting areas 
• Corps discussion/involvement on the issue of siltation and its effects on economy/natural 

resources 
• Master Plan vulnerability assessment in regards to climate change 

 
Fishing - July 10, 2013 
 No Attendees – Held previous meeting on March 7th with local fishing clubs 

• Need the ability to make negative comments 
• Too large of boats with too much horsepower.  Look into possible horsepower restrictions or 

speed restrictions 
• Require safe boating course for operators or at least for one person on board 
• Public education on ramp usage 
• People with large boats need a place to go too 
• Daytime and nighttime speed limits 
• Bike trail users pay their share for trails and facilities, need a trail use fee 
• Longer docks, loading docks 
• Boating etiquette sign son the ramp 
• Fishing regulations posted near the water and tail water 
• Fish cleaning stations near the lake 
• Additional dock at Cherry Glen lower ramp 
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• Isolate smaller vessels, give them their own dock 
• Better signage for directing Jet Skis to Jet Ski ramp 
• More rearing ponds at higher elevations 
• More information on who to contact with problems on the water 
• 300ft rule with boating and shoreline buoys or signage 
• Updated bathymetric survey data available to the public 
• Address siltation on north end of the lake 
• Raise the pool 
• Small vessel ramp at oak grove 
• Benches with a view of the lake 

 
Local Businesses - July 16, 2013 
 No Attendees 
 
Local Colleges - July 17, 2013 

• Add educational services for local college use 
• Build an education building designated for local schools/universities use 
• Look into re-opening the gorge viewing area to the general public 
• Increased focus on restoration via a “friends group” 
• Expansion of past secondary restoration classes may be a problem with local colleges, 

currently reached capacity of classes offered 
• Establish a list of local experts on topics that are important to this project, archeology, 

geology, etc.  Use a resource for public programs 
• Protection of existing natural resources from overdevelopment 

 
Outdoor Recreation – July 23, 2013 
 No Attendees 
 
Miscellaneous Interest Groups – July 24, 2013 

• Possibility/Availability of Corps land being designated training lands for Camp Dodge? 
 
Environmental Groups – July 31, 2013 

• Influence of USACE on regional water quality issues in the watershed 
• Siltation is a major concern 
• Important to do up-stream conservation 
• Can USACE apply leverage to force improved water quality 
• Increase [public education on water quality 
• Monitor/mitigate for urban sprawl influence on wildlife 
• Larger lake, more bays/diverse habitat 

 
Youth Groups – August 6, 2013 
 No Attendees 
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Other Comments Submitted to the Saylorville Lake Office 
 
A.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Saylorville Lake (Saylorville) Master Plan. My 
family and I live approximately four miles from the dam in Saylor Township.  We moved to this 
location in large part due to the quick and easy access to Saylorville.  I estimate that over the past ten 
years, I have made just over 1,000 recreational visits to Saylorville.  Approximately ninety-five 
percent of those visits were for the purpose of bird watching.  The others were for fishing or jogging 
on the Neal Smith trail. 
 
I have two main concerns related to management of the Saylorville Reservoir plan area: 
 
1.  Public access.  To be candid, public access at Saylorville is poor and is the subject of great 
frustration to me and most local birders that I know.  As a birder, I visit the lake primarily because it 
attracts large numbers of waterfowl, gulls, terns, wading birds, shorebirds, and other water related 
species.  Saylorville is arguably the single best birding location in Iowa and is prominently featured as 
the first stop on the Makoke Birding Trail.  Unfortunately, Saylorville has become an increasingly 
difficult place to bird, solely due to Army Corps policy of closing off most of the recreation areas and 
access points for the majority of the year.   Saylorville is a big lake and on any given day, most of the 
birds may be congregated in a specific area of the lake due to boat traffic, habitat conditions, or the 
presence of ice.  To effectively bird Saylorville, birders need access to multiple shoreline vantage 
points in order to scan the lake and locate the birds.  Current Corps policy seems to be to close all 
recreation areas, except for Cherry Glen, from October through April.  This is literally more than half 
of the year that these public areas and their extensive (and expensive) infrastructure of roads, parking 
areas, boat ramps, playgrounds, picnic areas, beaches, etc. sit unused behind locked gates.  This is 
extremely frustrating to me as a birder, because the Corps closes off these areas at precisely the times 
of year that they are most valuable to birders.  This is especially true at beach areas such as Oak Grove 
and Sandpiper, where birds congregate in the fall and spring when it is too cold for swimmers and 
other traditional beach users.  The reality is that once the gates are closed on these recreation areas in 
the fall, the lake is effectively unbirdable and birders stop coming other than maybe for a quick check 
to see what is below the dam.  The current access situation is not how things used to be.  In the not too 
distant past, most if not all the recreation areas remained open so long as there was not a safety issue 
with snow or ice on the roads.  This seemed to be a reasonable policy and it is one that the Corps 
absolutely must return to.  The current situation is unacceptable and it is hard to understand how 
closing off all of the lake except for Cherry Glen for seven months out of the year is justifiable given 
all the taxpayer money that has been spent on developing and maintaining the recreation areas.  
Considering all the concerns about the obesity epidemic, kids being out of touch with nature, declines 
in participation in hunting, and the State of Iowa’s initiative to be the healthiest state in the nation, 
keeping people from accessing this large public area also seems counter to good public policy. 
 
It has been explained to me that these areas are closed for two main reasons.  One is lower staffing 
levels in the winter compared to the summer, and the other that deer poaching is a problem in these 
areas.  Regarding the lower staff levels in the non-summer seasons—it is not clear to me why exactly 
this is such an issue when all that is being requested is access to the recreation areas.  Clearly a huge 
focus of the Saylorville project is recreation.  There is a visitor center, there are designated recreation 
areas, and there is the previously referenced infrastructure already in place.  It seems unreasonable that 
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all of this should go to waste for the majority of the year because the Corps will not allocate the staff 
time to open and close the gates and perform the occasional patrol.  As I previously mentioned, these 
areas used to be open year-round, weather permitting, so I am not requesting anything that hasn’t been 
done before, and in fact was the status quo for many, many years.  As for the issue of deer poaching, I 
am certainly anti-poaching and I hope anyone poaching deer around the lake will be caught and 
punished appropriately.  However, making the recreation areas into trophy buck refuges at the expense 
of general public access is not an acceptable solution to this problem.  I fail to see how closing areas to 
protect certain large deer is in any way related to any of the missions of the Corps.  It is certainly not 
justifiable from an ecological perspective.  
 
2.  Habitat management.  As is obvious to anyone who has regularly spent time around the lake over 
the past decade, sprawling development from Ankeny has begun impacting the east/north side of the 
lake and residential development has seriously impacted the south/west side of the lake.  This 
development has continued to isolate the natural areas found on Corps land and fragment the natural 
habitat on the private lands being developed. All of this has and will presumably continue to degrade 
these areas in terms of their value to wildlife and will contribute to siltation and nutrient problems in 
the water.  While most of these activities and impacts are out of the Corps hands, the Corps should 
ensure that natural habitats on Corps lands are protected and should make all possible efforts to restore 
native communities when possible.  To these ends, the Corps should not further fragment existing 
habitat by building new roads or developing new recreation areas.  No new recreational uses should be 
allowed that negatively impact habitat.  Specifically, it has been suggested that there may be a 
proposal to allow ORV/ATV use in some of the wooded areas on the north shore of the lake.  Such use 
would be disruptive to wildlife, disruptive to the public, would fragment and degrade habitat, and 
would contribute to soil erosion.  Similarly, new trails for other purposes, such as equestrian trails, 
should be very carefully placed, if allowed at all.  As an example, the recent construction of a new 
horse trail at Lincoln Access caused the abandonment of a communal roost of the state-threatened 
Long-eared Owl. 
 
I would also like to state my support for some of the habitat improvement projects that have been 
taking place around the lake.  I strongly support savannah and prairie restoration efforts where 
appropriate.  I also strongly support efforts to control invasive species such as non-native 
honeysuckles and garlic mustard. 
 
 
B. 
 
All I need to do is consider the impact of Mountain Bikes on Thomas Mitchell Park in the Des Moines 
area, to have an idea of what the fragile riparian corridor could look like if the Corps of Engineers 
allows access by mountain bikers to this area.  I "get" the need for youth to test themselves “against” 
“stuff:.  Sadly, the “stuff” is often the natural world.  There is little of that left in Iowa.  The 13,000 
acres of the Saylorville Lake project under DNR management as "out granted" land presents a 
situation where an underfunded agency is even less capable of monitoring and enforcing activities on 
their lands than the Corps of Engineers is.  Unlike motorized wheeled vehicles, less noise is involved 
with Mountain biking so the damage will be done before it is noticed.  Perhaps it is unrealistic to 
believe Iowans might grow up and recognize that their tax dollars secures a place that produces 
essential ecological services necessary for human survival.  The riparian corridor is providing 
ecological services in the undeveloped (untrammeled) acres.  That thin corridor is also the ONLY 
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contiguous habitat running through Iowa from border to border as the Des Moines River flows from 
NW to SE Iowa.  It is not necessary for this minuscule land base to provide entertainment for every 
possible outdoor recreation venue on Earth.  If the Corps errs in its delivery of outdoor recreation 
“demanded” by the public, I pray that the C.O.E. err on the side of the land.  In the over 30 + years 
that I have wandered through this landscape, the only barrier to my travel was ice, snow, flood waters 
and personal energy.  When I am old, I may not have the physical capacity to hike into the remote 
clefts in the hogbacks along the Des Moines River where rare plants cling to the steep slopes.  Nor 
walk miles to see the Hoary Puccoons flower in the springtime.  But I know they are there and will 
continue to be there, even if I cannot.  I would not expect the Corps to put in an escalator so I could 
gain access to these areas. 
 
 
C. 
 
My concerns: 
These bikes are hard on trails, and in order to be at all sustainable, considerable time and money would 
have to go into professional trail design and maintenance.  Frequently riders go on wet trails, go off 
trail (create their own “new” trails,) and seek steep slopes (with highly erodible soils) for more 
“adventure.”  And other even more damaging users (ORV's) would soon find and take advantage of 
these trails. 
 
Human impact would affect the ecology of the area; the plants and animals that call this area their 
home.  And it is likely that the Environmental Survey will find uncommon, threatened and endangered 
species here.  Siltation is a big concern for Saylorville Lake, and barer trail dirt would exacerbate the 
problem. 
 
Does the Army Corps of Engineers have the manpower to oversee construction, monitor trail 
conditions, allow only designated uses on designated trails, and make timely repairs?  Volunteer 
efforts come and go.  The Corp would be ultimately responsible. 
 
 
D. 
 
Iowans still need places of “lovely solitude.” 
 
Central Iowans are becoming increasingly aware of the importance of the Central Iowa Des Moines 
River Greenbelt, and its corridors that are crucial for our green infrastructure.  I serve on and 
participate in several groups that have been focusing attention on the importance of the Des Moines 
(and Raccoon) River corridors.  These include the Des Moines/Polk County Trails and Greenbelt 
Advisory Committee, the Des Moines initiated DM/Raccoon Greenbelt Study, The Tomorrow Plan 
(MPO), the recently held Green Infrastructure Conference, the recently created Four-Mile and other 
Watershed Management Authorities, and many local initiatives. 
 
Over and Over I’ve heard the importance of preserving and protecting the flood plain so that it can “do 
its thing;”slow down, infiltrate, and clean river water and store water during flooding. 
 



Saylorville Lake Master Plan 
Des Moines River Watershed 

Johnston, Iowa 
 

Appendix B 
Agency and Public Coordination 

B-21 

My goal would be to manage this riparian area along the Des Moines River to conserve ecosystem 
values and functions, and provide related benefit to all. 
 
Two questions to ask about any new impact: Does it degrade the resource? and, is it sustainable?  To 
achieve desired results, the area needs to manage features and processes to maintain essential 
environmental services.  What are these desired results?   

A livable community. 
Support of tourism (healthy rivers for fishing, swimming, paddling, boating or just enjoying as we 
watch or sit and watch).  
Good housing market for lots near “natural areas.”   
Attracting a “creative class” of entrepreneurs.   
Enhancing quality of life, including physical and mental wellness. 
Preserving connectivity for humans as well as flora and fauna 
Helping restore health and function to the watershed 

 
It is important to link green spaces for the benefit of people.  It is also crucial for biodiversity and the 
movement of species to avoid fragmentation. 
 
Supporting environmental education and maintaining the existing trail system are two ways to get 
people into and appreciating these natural corridors. 

 
Building roads through them is NOT!  I’m especially concerned about the attempts to extend Martin 
Luther Parkway north from Euclid Ave. in Des Moines, through the Des Moines River Floodplain, 
along the river, to connect with NW 26th St north of I 80/35 
 
 
E. 
 
I have a number of concerns which I would like included with the other comments from the meeting. 
 
The letter of invitation talks about the orderly development, administration, maintenance, preservation, 
and management of the natural, cultural and recreational resources of Saylorville Lake.  Much of the 
conversation Wednesday focused on mountain bikes and their “soft” trails. I have real concerns about 
the negative impact they would have on the natural resources of the area: primarily with issues about 
the preservation, management and use of the area’s resources. 
 
There are many thousands of bicycle riders in the metro area.  We ride for exercise, enjoyment, 
commuting, getting outdoors, and to be with family and friends.  The many multi-use trails in the area, 
including the backbone trail of the system, the Neal Smith Trail, provide us wonderful opportunities to 
ride.  Efforts to connect the trail with adjoining trails and communities are ongoing and quite 
successful.  The recent renovation of much of the trail was a much-needed improvement, and 
maintenance needs to be an on-going priority.  (The trail just south of and paralleling I 80/35 is 
especially needing work.) 
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The impacts of mountain biking to the area are, however, a concern to me.  Mountain biking in Iowa, 
in fact, is somewhat of an oxymoron.  We don’t have mountains with rocky hillsides.  We have hills 
with highly erodible soils.  And with the siltation of the lake, removing vegetation from the hillsides 
and allowing bike traffic would seem to me to exacerbate the problem.  Experts in this area say that 
mt. biking is not sustainable in Iowa without a substantial fee to professionally maintain the track.  
And improper use of the "soft" trails seems to be common, and very hard to manage and patrol.  Is 
there adequate staff to manage these trails properly?  To keep them on established trails and not create 
offshoots?  To prevent ORV's doing further damage? 
 
As I hike and camp, I frequently see admonishments to "leave no trace." I think this is impossible for 
mountain bikers.  Their impact on soil, vegetation, storm water, wildlife, and the lovely solitude of the 
woods is significant. 
 
The Tomorrow Plan’s GOAL 2 Improve the region’s environmental health and access to the outdoors 
includes; 

Enlarge wildlife populations and habitat for forest, wetland and prairie species; 
Improve water quality and stream stability, and reduce soil erosion and flooding; 
Increase trail connectivity and distribution; 
Improve personal and public health and well-being, both physical and mental; 
Establish a unique identity and distinctive landscape character for the region. 

 
I would hope that you seriously consider the ramifications of allowing mountain bike trails in the area, 
realizing how difficult they would be to manage in a sustainable way. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
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F.  
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3. COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM PUBLIC MEETING MAY 15, 2014 
 

Public Meeting Comments 
May 15, 2014 

Attendees at the meeting:  76 
Comment Cards received:  29 

 
 
Comment:  The main purpose of interest in the Master Plan for us is to support the development of 
“natural surface” trail.  It was interesting to learn about the complexity of the management of the land 
and all of its current users!  It appears to be quite daunting.  I would hope that the effort to revitalize 
the West Side Trail is successful. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.”  
 
 
Comment:  Rehab the West Side Trail and other mountain bike opportunities is important to me.  
Having a variety of local bike trails, both paved and dirt is key to the area.  Bike access is part of the 
high quality of life in DSM.  I’m here as part of CITA. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Would love to see the west side trail back in commission. 
Response:  Comments Noted.  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail.” 
 
 
Comment:  I represent CITA, a large volunteer group that builds and maintains soft trail.  We are very 
pleased with the redevelopment of previous trails on the west side of the lake, north of the dam.  We 
would like for that project to receive a high priority going forward.  We are also very interested in a 
network of connected loops in the campground areas on the east side of the lake, using the Neal Smith 
Trail as a connecting “spine.” We also favor adding loops off the “Boyscout” trail on the west side that 
I discussed on the front side. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
Comment:  It’s nice to see the potential development of the 3.5 mile western.  I’d like to see its use as 
a shared hike/mountain bike trail fully explored.  I’m also encouraged by the Sycamore development, 
particularly the improvement of the north Parking lot. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
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Comment:  Soft surface trail “Old Boy Scout” revitalization is a great plan!  More and more we are 
seeing paved trails and many of us would rather ride bikes on soft surface trail closer to nature.  This 
trail would greatly improve opportunity to enjoy the area and adds to existing trails in Sycamore area. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  CITA would love to see the West Side Trail restored and allow hiking, running, and 
mountain biking.  Also the dirt parking lot at the sycamore trail access should be suspended to allow 
more care.  There has been an increase in soft trail usage in IA and should continue. 
 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  West Side Trail re-opening to multi-use traffic would be great.  Multi-use includes 
mountain bikes.  I remember hiking that trail 20+ years ago and it was not well built for erosion 
control.  I would recommend extending trail along the contours of the land to greatly extend length of 
trail and extend the sustainability of the trail.  Avoid putting stairs on the trail.  Biking stairs is hard. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Glad to see the possibility of re-opening the west side trail to mountain bikes.  The 
challenges could be handled with proper trail design.  It would be great to have some soft trails to 
Sycamore (with hard trail as needed).  Thanks for all of your work. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Would like to see mountain bike trail system 
Response:   Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  pleased to see trail improvements! 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
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Comment:  I support the development of the soft multipurpose trails for the west side trail 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Very interested in mountain bike trails on the west side of Saylorville Lake.  Those old 
hiking trails are ideal for mountain biking, and the terrain would provide a very challenging trail. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Love seeing the single track trails at Saylorville.  Also love hearing about the bridge by 
the Johnston soccer fields.  Scary bridge to cross on a bike. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  The line tracing the West Side Trail appears to cut across the terrain.  Trail in the same 
area that follows the terrain would likely be more sustainable and would offer more miles.  Love the 
connection (coming from Johnston) to get from Neal Smith to the Sycamore Trail.  Would appreciate 
connection from NS to High Trestle Trail.   
 
Hillside Trail behind old science center in DSM is an example of a place that took out fall-line trails 
and built one that follow the contours.  Sugar Bottom is an example of a successful trail system which 
experiences high water events. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  If you do soft trail development on steep, dissected land there should be no mechanized 
use.  Use of mountain bikes, ATV’s or mechanized recreation is not sustainable and is harmful to the 
resource. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  Please do not allow mountain bikers on the proposed “West Side Trail.” 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
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Comment:  Encourage development of the West side trail and hope research points to re-
establishment of the West Side Trail 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 - Special Topics section 6.02 “West Side Trail,” section 6.04 
“Need for Additional Recreation Facilities” and Chapter 2 Project Setting and Factors Influencing 
Management and Development section 2.11 “Trails.” 
 
 
Comment:  I’m most interested in boater education (safety).  As a trained boating instructor have had 
students endangered by basic rules being ignored or unknown.  We need something to promote 
peaceful co-existence. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 – Special Topics section 6.08 “Need for Educational Building for 
Public Use” and section 6.17 “Water Surface Zoning.”   
 
 
Comment:  Boater education facility for our sailing school on Sandpiper which would be closer to 
marina and boats.  Place for teaching boats. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 – Special Topics section 6.08 “Need for Educational Building for 
Public Use.”   
 
 
Comment:  Is there any way to have a storage-classroom building-launch site for educational 
purposes?  Sailing and power, 10-14 foot teaching sailboats and powerboats 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 – Special Topics section 6.08 “Need for Educational Building for 
Public Use.”   
 
 
Comment:  There should be an archeological survey of all Corps areas that we “slighted” during the 
initial survey.  There are many sites on the bluffs that are not recorded hence not protected. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 5 section 5.01.c Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Chapter 7 
Agency and Public Coordination specifically the section on Agency and Tribal Coordination.  As 
funding allows Saylorville Lake will utilize the Programmatic Agreement to further investigate 
possible archeological sites. 
 
 
Comment:  Survey and update archeological sites 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 5 section 5.01.c Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Chapter 7 
Agency and Public Coordination specifically the section on Agency and Tribal Coordination.  As 
funding allows Saylorville Lake will utilize the Programmatic Agreement to further investigate 
possible archeological sites. 
 
 
Comment:  Support the F&W sanctuary zone April 1-Aug 31.  Climate change adaptation strategies 
important and need work 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 section 6.17 “Water Surface Zoning” and section 6.21 
“Significant Environmental Challenges on the Horizon” 
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Comment:  I support the closed refuge area above the mile long bridge 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 section 6.17 “Water Surface Zoning.” 
 
 
Comment:  Archery at Bob Shetler sounds nice.  I enjoy using Oak Grove swim area.  It will be fun to 
see the Red Feather Prairie kiosk revived. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 section 6.10 “Archery Range.” 
 
 
Comment:  Very interesting, thanks for displays and staff to give added info.  I donated the bench in 
the ponding area and visit it often, every season.  Keep up the good work. 
Response:  General comments noted. 
 
 
Comment:  I like the plans for shelter 7 and the parking there at shelter 7 in cottonwood.  I think the 
cabins at Acorn Valley will be an asset. 
Response:  Please refer to Chapter 6 section 6.08 “Educational Building for Public Use.” 
 
 
Comment:  Excellent presentation – rangers were really helpful and informative-spoke to us in a clear 
and understandable way.  Would like to have seen a picture of “Ding Darling” w/ visual.  Tyler was 
very good-informative. 
Response:  General comments noted. 
 
 
Comment:  Looks like several good updates.  Glad to hear reservations is now only 1 day in advance.  
Need more large RV sites. 
Response:  General comment noted. 
 
 
Comment:  Nice plans.  Like plans for cement camping pads and proposed changes for Beaver Creek 
improvements.   
Response:  General comment noted. 
 
 
Comment:  As a subcontractor at Cottonwood Rec area I am glad to see some plans for improvement, 
they look good and will help the park. 
Response:  General comment noted. 
 
 
Comment:  Please keep access to picnic and lake areas open later than currently done 
Response:  General comment noted. 
 
 
Comment:  Recreation and natural resource management is very good 
Response:  General comment noted. 
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Comment:  Level cement pads would be really wonderful.  Great job to all staff.  Excellent displays, 
we learned some new things.  Keep improving volunteer sites so they are inviting and enticing for 
volunteers.  Adding small sheds at each site would be helpful.  There are lots of volunteer 
opportunities available so Saylorville needs to offer excellent site to draw more volunteers. 
Response:  General comments noted. 
 
 
Comment:  Really endorse/support prospect of archery range! Propose and off-leash Dog Park in one 
of the recreation areas.  Support the re-purposing of the Bob Shetler campground to a volunteer village 
and the upgrades therein.  Additional educational programs for the public about the area e.g.-Indian 
artifacts, & history of area, animals that inhabit the area.  Build an amphitheater for summer concerts 
and other events.  Need a sign on Hwy 415 for Red Feather Prairie. 
Response:  General comments noted. 
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Submitted Written Comments 
 

Comment: 
 
First off the rough draft, 6.17 surface water zoning implies a no motorized vehicle zone that would 
enhance safety and the Corps and other agencies assume the cost of pulling boats and getting people.  
This is totally incorrect.  In the mud flats I don’t know of any accidents that have happened but there’s 
been a significant amount of injuries in the main lake.  For the last two years I have been the only 
salvation for boaters with the misfortune to find themselves blown, stuck, or broken down in the mud 
flats.  It doesn’t cost the people or the Corps and I don’t mind retrieving these people with a phone 
call.  I have two airboats and due to the noise concerns I have changed the style of blades to reduce 
decibels and on the other I have a counter rotating system, which is even quieter.  Airplanes are the 
greatest nuisances for this water fowl.  One fly over at 1000 AGL (more than the legal 500 FT) will 
lift every pelican and most ducks off the mud flats.  You need to rectify this problem first, before, you 
start picking on boats that safely operate on these mud flats.  Florida wild life said that the wildlife 
gets accustomed to the noise so therefore that is not an issue.  I have noticed the more frequent I am in 
the mud flats, the wildlife have become more unconcerned of my presence.  I bow fish in shallow or 
stagnant water where the birds do not feed and there doesn’t appear to be a conflict with me being 
there.  About these canoes and kayakers, they already have no wake lakes/no motor lakes and 
therefore don’t need any more sanctuaries, and yet, they still persist to choke the remaining rivers and 
lakes of Iowa.  I boat Raccoon River and the mouth of Red Rock Lake.  I have come across situations 
where kayakers are bank to bank across the river drinking beer and obstructing the channel where I 
have to run aground to avoid collision.  I have noticed in the mud flats kayakers and canoers, where 
their presence severely disrupts wildlife.  They navigate every possible place disrupting wild life.  
They pursue wildlife to look and/or take pictures until the bird eventually leaves.  If a bird could talk 
he would say that guy is harassing me.  Myself, and many others bow fish, I think it is essential to the 
health of the lake to remove rough fish.  I shoot over 1000 carp varieties per season ranging between 8 
and 40 pounds (a necessity for turtle farms) and so do hundreds of other people.  Looking back at the 
rough draft, there is a lot of information that is misleading and incorrect.   
 
The argument of safety won’t even hold water let alone mud.  I have made many concessions for the 
wild life so I can continue to boat and fish there, it is important to me to not scare up the pelicans.  I 
have been good about maneuvering around them or using different boat ramps to avoid them.  I and 
many other people have purchased expensive boats or crafts for the use on Saylorville Lake so we 
could run safely in shallow water or mud flats without getting stuck.  We pay taxes and boat 
registration where kayakers elude any fees, but still use public waters.  I do not understand why it is 
the highest priority to give these people priority when they are definitely not funding any of the 
resources and fowl up the parking on the ramps making it impossible to navigate a trailer.  I know if I 
get stuck it’s not a problem or an expense on anybody but me.  Two years since I got the first airboat, I 
have seen many things happen at Saylorville Lake in the mud flats.  Boats and canoes getting stuck 
when the wind raises the water level and when its stops blowing the water retreats leaving the boat 
stuck on higher ground.  I have seen wind blow boats with mechanical problems into shallow water.  I 
have seen wind make it impossible for kayakers to get back to the dock without my help.  Over two 
years now I have helped too many people to count never asking or charging for anything.  There are 
two situations so far that I will never forget.  A jet ski boat launched at Jester Park ramp missed 
navigating the river channel and got stuck.  It had been eight or ten years since he had boated there and 
the channel had moved.  He thought he was going to walk his boat out of the mud flats but he was 
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wrong!  It took three people from my boat to get him released from the mud.  I pulled the boat and his 
crew, back to the channel.  Maybe if the channel could be marked there would be fewer mishaps.   
The second instance was back in the weeds and small ponds not visible from shore or cliffs.  I saw a 
canoe that looked like it had been abandoned.  Free for the taking I had thought, as I got closer I saw a 
man in the water with his arm draped in the canoe clenching trying to keep his chest and face out of 
the muddy water.  There wasn’t enough water to float the canoe with him in it.  He was a large man 
and he got out to push his boat and was overtaken with exhaustion.  Too exhausted and unable to get 
back in the boat there he hung.  We managed to get him onto our boat.  There he lay on the deck of the 
boat too exhausted to get into the seat.  We returned him and his boat to the Jester Park ramp where 
some relatives came and got him.  Me, boating there greatly increased the chance of this man living.  
Are we going to put human life over the conservation of the birds? I, and other boaters that navigate 
these mud flats come across these situations often that need to be addressed.  We are the ones making 
it a much safer place to boat at no expense to anybody but ourselves, and, don’t regret it.  I would be 
willing to take my boat out on the ice or mud where seconds count for a medical emergency and pull 
someone out without hesitation.  The habitat there doesn’t even come close to the preferred 1000’s of 
miles of rivers and streams, only the locals nest there and, with the rising water or flooded mud flats is 
not a good spot to nest.  Some ducks and geese do hatch there (mainly geese).  I have witnessed when 
the goslings hatch, the coyotes move into the mud flats and islands and have a feast.  I think these bird 
lovers are going to have to put up with the people making noise.  People made it possible for the 
habitat that their existence needs at this location.   
 
If it is really about the ducks and birds, there would be a place where there would be no interaction 
from humans from the water and the shore and definitely no hunting, this would be the best sanctuary, 
but instead you are trying to remove the mud boats from their sanctuary. 
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Response:  
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Comment: 
 
Section 2.03 Sedimentation and Shoreline Erosion:  The OMP, if I remember correctly, calls for a 
lower of the lake level at a rate of one foot per day to prevent shoreline erosion.  I have walked the 
shoreline multiple times on both sides of the lake and the worst erosion came after the 2010 flood 
followed by the 2008 flood.  In 2008 the water level dropped over a foot a day 20 times.  In 2010 the 
water level dropped over a foot a day 37 times with an exceeding large number of these being over a 
foot and a half per day.  I would re-examine the OMP and perhaps change the drop rate to one foot or 
less per day to save the shoreline. 
 
Section 2.07 and 6. I want to preface my comments on recreation with a historical note.  When we first 
worked on the original master plan there was resistance to establishing a bike trail, because there were 
no bikers.  We pushed the ideas noting the urban bike trail around Birdland Park and the strong belief 
that there was a lot of latent demand for bike trails.  Fortunately some in the Division office also 
agreed and the bike trail was included.  After its construction biking and trail development exploded 
across Iowa as people saw the demand was really there as was economic benefit of bike trails.   
When the original master plan was developed we tried to look into the future as far as what needs 
would be but it was mostly meeting current needs.  Thus the establishment of the campgrounds, picnic 
areas, beaches, boat launches and trails.  Originally there was a larger demand for tent sites and Cherry 
Glen had many tent campers and Acorn Valley tent areas was usually full on the weekend.  As noted 
technology has changed, tenting is no longer as popular and the cabin proposal is a great one for the 
Acorn Valley area. 
 
I would expand on the proposal to put a community center area in Walnut Ridge.  This would be a 
great site for an Outdoor Activity/Adventure Center that could possibly be concession operated.  A zip 
line course could be managed that would utilize the ravines to the south of Walnut Ridge and to the 
north of the area to the Acorn Valley ravines.  Additionally this could be a mountain/trail biking hub 
with loop trails going to the south and north.  Other outdoor activities could be included here such as 
climbing, kayak/canoe center, fishing guides etc.  Using some imagination we could meet perhaps 
several latent demands. 
 
With regards to the trail on the west side:  This trail has often been inaccurately described as being 
built by the boy scouts.  While a few boy scouts had some eagle projects that assisted in the 
development of the trail it was by and large constructed by Corps staff and summer labor.  To 
rehabilitate this trail a ‘high’ water route (I have one that I use) should be established to reduce and 
eliminate bridge damage.  Bridge footing should be secured and decking be bolted down so if a bridge 
were to become inundated the bridge will not float.  The trail (looking into the future again) should 
extend to the Jester Park area or at least to the boat ramp by the mile long bridge.  The trail should be 
opened to mountain/trail bikes.  As a park manager I was originally against this, thinking of the 
damage this would cause to the trail.  But having seen bikers on this trail, especially in the late 90’s, I 
came to understand that they really did not stray too much off of the trail and in reality kept it open 
and maintained.  Also it added more eyes to the area to report unlawful activities such as poaching and 
firewood cutting. 
 
The paved bike trail going up the west side of the lake should be extended to connect to Jester Park, 
traveling on Corps ground in certain areas where needed.  The bike trail should also be extended 
across the mile long bridge to better connect a lake loop.  This could be done with a cantilevered trail 
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made of decking similar to that near Lutheran Hospital and the Des Moines Botanical Center. 
(Thinking long term again.) 
 
An additional activity that I might recommend to be added to Oak Grove that would bring in a lot of 
visitation would be footgolf. (www.footgolf.net)  This would take a lot of clearing though and might 
not be a viable option here but there is a lot of openings in the wooded area to the north and south of 
98th and west of the bike trail.  If not at Oak Grove this might be a good thing for Cottonwood.  
Something to look at anyway. 
 
Lakeview:  Suggest using this area as a winter recreation area, especially after the rehabilitation of the 
Moingona Trail.  The hill facing east could be used for sledding but it would need to be smoothed out 
somewhat.  An east facing hill would be better for snow conditions that the current west facing hill at 
Cherry Glen.  I would keep Cherry Glen area open though I think, for those that live on the east side of 
the lake.  The trail can be used for cross country skiing, as it is currently being used for that and 
snowshoeing in the winter.  Even ice skating could be provided in the shallow area of the harbor itself, 
ice conditions permitting.  The picnic shelter would be used and there is ample parking.  The area of 
the parking lot to be cleared determined by the amount of use, the entire lot would not need to be 
cleared. 
 
Section 3.05 page 3-6:  15% of respondents say there is not opportunity that equates latent demand.  
Why city instead of Federal? Probably proximity.  Otherwise it would be day use activities that are 
short in duration. 
 
Section 3.06 It would seem that there needs to be a continuous rotation of displays on an annual, or 
seasonal basis to keep up interest. 
 
Section 3.07 The expansion of the volunteer partnership is great and will promote many new and other 
ideas. 
 
Section 6.05 There are several areas along the west side where storm water drainage is eroding the 
Corps ground and the developer has inadequate rip-rap protection.  Some of this protection needs to be 
extended further onto Corps ground to arrest further erosion.  Some erosion is potentially going to 
affect at least one house causing structural failure.   Some erosion is potentially going to affect at least 
one house causing structural failure.  Not that this is directly a Corps problem but it is Corps ground 
that is eroding. 
 
There is one area on the west side where a pond dam failed and the bridge that crossed this area was 
collapsed by a cottonwood tree that was undercut during the 2010 flood.  The area upstream of the 
bridge was supposed to have been purchased by Rock Island real estate year ago because the land 
behind the failed dam was lower than 890.  I am not sure that this happened in talking to the developer 
and it probably fell through the crack somewhere.  Anyway the Corps may be potentially flooding 
private ground.  Needs to be looked into. 
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4.  AGENCY COORDINATION 
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 30-DAY PUBLIC REVIEW 
COMMENTS NOVEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 18, 2014 
 
Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Mr. Steve Espland, Natural Resources Tech, Iowa 
DNR, to Mr. Scott Rolfes, MVR Natural Resource Manager, Saylorville Lake, dated November 
25, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  Phone Conversation Record between Mr. Jonathon Wuebker, 
MVR Natural Resource Specialist, Saylorville Lake, and Mr. Bob Coulson, dated December 2, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Mr. Ken Miller to Mr. Jeffrey Rose, MVR 
Operations Manager, Saylorville Lake, dated December 9, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Mr. Jeff Rose, MVR Operations Manager, 
Saylorville Lake, to Mr. Ken Miller, dated December 11, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  Letter from Mr. Gale Urquhart to Ms. Wendy Frohlich, MVR 
Biologist, dated December 9, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Mr. Jeff Rose, MVR Operations Manager, 
Saylorville Lake, to Mr. Gale Urquhart, dated January 5, 2015 
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Public Review Correspondence:  Letter from Mr. Kraig McPeek, Field Supervisor, USFWS, to 
Col Mark Deschenes, MVR Commander & District Engineer, dated December 15, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Mr. Larry Shepard, NEPA Team, USEPA, to  
Ms. Wendy Frohlich, MVR Biologist, dated December 19, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  Letter from Ms. Pauline Drobney, Prairie Zone Biologist, 
USFWS, to Ms. Wendy Frohlich, MVR Biologist, dated December 19, 2014 
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Public Review Correspondence:  E-mail from Ms. Christine Schwake, Environmental Specialist,  
Iowa DNR, to Ms. Wendy Frohlich, MVR Biologist, dated December 19, 2014 
 

 






