September 2002

FACT SHEET

EMIQUON FLOODPLAIN RESTORATION

(Project Modification)

STATEMENT OF ISSUE: None

LOCATION:  Fulton County, Illinois at the confluence of the Spoon River and the Illinois River.

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Preliminary Restoration Plan.

                  Estimated Federal Cost
$      TBD

                  Estimated Non-Federal Cost
$      TBD

                  Total Estimated Plan Cost
$      TBD

                  Allocated through FY 2002
$     8,500

                  Allocation for FY 2003
$  200,000

                  Balance to Complete
$       TBD

BACKGROUND: The 7, 500 acre Emiquon area is a recent purchase of the Nature Conservancy (NC).  This sprawling backwater of the Illinois River formerly was the Wilder Farm within the Thompson Levee and Drainage District.  Now the NC wants to reconnect these bottomland forest and vast wetlands to the Illinois River.  This is the largest private conservation transaction in Illinois history.  The project will focus on rekindling the long-lost ecological connections of the floodplain forest, uplands, and wetlands allowing the natural cycle between flood and drought to re-established.  The first area of project focus will be in the historic Thompson and Flagg lakes area.  The NC considers this an international showcase project of how large rivers can be managed.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2002)  Complete Preliminary Restoration Plan.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2003)  Gain approval and funding for Feasibility Study.
AUTHORITY: Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act, as amended (Modifications for Improvement of the Environment)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IL-17

ACTION OFFICER:   Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil

. 
Dorie Bollman, Environmental Analysis Section, Section 1135 Program Coordinator, telephone 309 794-5590,email: 
