September 2002

FACT SHEET

PROJECT: Coats Addition Sewage Lagoons, Des Moines River, Webster County, Iowa

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-05

AUTHORITY:  Section 14 of the 1946 Flood Control Act (Public Law 79-526), as amended.

LOCATION:  Coats Addition Sewage Lagoons are located near the village of Coalville, in Webster County, just south of Fort Dodge, Iowa.

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  Two sewage lagoons, located along the Des Moines River are being threatened by erosion during high flow periods.  The stability of the lagoons and the potential for contamination of the Des Moines River increases the need for emergency-streambank protection at this location.  The opportunity exists to stabilize the bankline and to protect the lagoons from further erosion.  

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED:  Potential solutions being considered include:  1) no action, 2) using willow posts to stabilize the river bank, 3) using concrete-filled mattresses to protect the river bank, and 4) using riprap to protect the river bank.

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR:  Coats Utility Company and Webster County are the non-Federal sponsors for the project.  A letter requesting Corps of Engineers assistance was provided in December 1999.  Coordination with Coats Utility Company and Webster County will continue throughout the project period.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL AGENCIES:  State Representatives Norman Mundie and Ron Halverson have expressed support of this project.  Communication has been received from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Coats Utility Company, Iowa Emergency Management Agency, and Webster County Board of Supervisors supporting the project.   

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE: Plans and specifications for the project have been completed and award of a construction contract is scheduled for September 2002.  Construction is expected to be substantially completed in the fall of 2002.

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address as follows:

dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.

