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CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM PROJECT

PROJECT:  Highway 52, Mississippi River at Bellevue, Jackson County, Iowa

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-02

AUTHORITY:  Section 14 of the 1946 Flood Control Act (Public Law [P.L.] 79-526), as amended.

LOCATION:  West (right descending) riverbank of the Mississippi River, adjacent to Highway 52 in Bellevue, Iowa, Township 86 North, Range 5 East, Section 18.

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  With each period of high water, the streambank made-up of alluvial sand and wind-blown loess erodes along the Mississippi River shoreline.  The erosion and sloughing are threatening the stability of the toe and roadway embankment slope parallel to Highway 52, a transportation route that averages 3,620 vehicles a day (Iowa Department of Transportation).  Loss of this road would be a hardship to area residents, business owners, and sightseers.  

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED:  Five alternatives were considered during the plan formulation process:  (1) placement of Iowa Class B riprap for toe and bank protection to the top of bank; (2) placement of a concrete-filled mattress along the bank with riprap at the toe and upper end; (3) selective vegetative plantings as a bioengineering measure; (4) a combination of riprap toe protection and selective native grass seeding above the high-water elevation mark, and (5) the no action alternative. 

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR:  The city of Bellevue is the project cost-share sponsor.  A Letter of Assurance dated 30 October 1998 is on file at the Rock Island District office.  
Citizens from the city attended a public meeting held on June 28, 1999, and expressed support, along with the city’s professional engineering firm.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL AGENCIES:  The views of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Environmental Protection Agency, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Federal Emergency Management Agency, State Historic Preservation Officer and others were considered.  At the request of USFWS, a mussel survey was conducted within the proposed project limits on April 25, 2000, and revealed the presence of Higgins’ Eye Pearly Mussel (Lampsilis higginsi) and other species.  Alternative construction methods now propose working in the dry from the water’s edge so as to not disturb the mussel bed.  The results of the survey have been shared with Federal and State resource management agencies and the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was signed by Rock Island District Commander William J. Bayles on November 21, 2000.    

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  Contract award occurred August 9, 2001, and construction of the project was completed in the fall of 2001.      

POINT OF CONTACT:  Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address as follows:  Dennis.W.Hamilton@mvr02.usace.army.mil
