September 2002

FACT SHEET

PROJECT:  Mississippi River, Clinton, Iowa, 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.

LOCATION:  Mississippi River, Mill Creek, Beaver Slough, and adjoining watersheds in Clinton, Iowa, 

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES: The City of Clinton, Iowa, population 29,200, is located adjacent to the Mississippi River.  Clinton’s original flood-damage reduction project was authorized in the Flood Control Act of 1968 and constructed from 1974-1981 at a cost of $26,035,000.  Features included 8.1 miles of earthen levee along the Mississippi River, Mill Creek, and Beaver Slough; 3/4 miles of concrete floodwall, closure structures, street ramps, pumping plants, and gravity drainage outlets.  The project was not cost shared.  

Howard R. Green Company, Consulting Engineers, is under contract with the City of Clinton, Iowa, to design a plan for separating the city’s combined sanitary- and storm-sewer systems and creating additional storm-water storage and pumping capacity in order to comply with current standards.  The Corps of Engineers has provided technical assistance in addressing the combined sewer-overflow plans with respect to the existing flood-damage protection system; however, additional study is warranted to determine if additional flood protection is necessary.

Corps of Engineers assistance is needed in performing hydraulic modeling of Margaret Place Pumping Station, based on the planned separation of the sanitary- and storm-sewer systems and increased overland runoff resulting from residential and commercial development in the drainage area.  Modeling would determine if the existing pumping station, ponding areas, and levee heights of the existing flood-damage protection system are adequate to protect areas adjacent to the Margaret Place Pumping Facility from future flooding. 

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED:  Several plans would be considered during the plan formulation process, including increasing levee heights, increasing ponding area capacity, and enlarging the existing pumping station.

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR:  City of Clinton provided local assurances on May 9, 2002. Senators Grassley and Harkin have expressed support for this project. 

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: Coordination with appropriate local, state and federal agencies will be initiated as necessary.

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  An initial assessment would be completed in 2003 and, if further study is recommended, a scope of work would be developed in coordination with the sponsor for a detailed feasibility study.

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address:

dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
