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FACT SHEET

PROJECT:  Maquoketa River, Manchester, Iowa, Flood Damage Reduction

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-02

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.

LOCATION:  Maquoketa River in the community of Dyersville, Iowa

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  The western portion of the central business district in the City of Manchester, Iowa is within the 100 year floodplain of the Maquoketa River and is subject to flash flooding, threatening up to 10 businesses.  Flood response time can be as little as 3 hours.  Several homes and a park also lie in the floodplain.  The city has experienced serious flooding in 1993, 1998, and 1999.  An existing levee constructed by the community provides a low level of protection, but may cause increased flooding in large flood events.

A small dam located upstream of the city on the Maquoketa River is in poor condition and poses an additional threat to the city. During the 1999 flood, 75 people were evacuated due to the possibility of dam failure.  Modifications to the dam may be needed to safely pass flood flows.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED:  Several plans would be considered during the plan formulation process including levee improvements.

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR:  The City of Manchester requested Corps assistance by letter and in a meeting with the Rock Island District Engineer on April 19, 2002.  The City understands the requirements of participation in a project.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: Coordination with appropriate local, state and federal agencies will be initiated as necessary.

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  Pending available funding, an initial assessment would be completed in 2003. If further study is recommended, a scope of work would be developed in coordination with the sponsor for a detailed feasibility study.

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address:

dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
