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FACT SHEET
CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM STUDY 

PROJECT: Wind Lake Watershed (Norway-Dover Drainage and Levee District).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: WI-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.

LOCATION:  Wind Lake Canal, a tributary of the Fox River in Racine County, Wisconsin. 

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES: The Norway-Dover Drainage and Levee District consists of nearly 40 miles of canals, branches and tributaries.  The main canal (Wind Lake Canal) is approximately 7 miles long and connects Wind Lake to the Fox River in Rochester, WI.  Just downstream of the confluence of the canal and river there is a dam.  The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission prepared a report in 1975 discussing flooding problems and potential solutions.  Flooding has become more frequent in recent years with flooding affecting both homes and farmland.  Farmland flooded in the area includes sod farms, which cover nearly 5000 acres and the area is the largest sod producer in the country.  The flooding on Wind Lake Canal appears to result when the Fox River is high and water backs up the Wind Lake Canal.  Flooding occurs both overbank and because of water backing up through drain tiles.  Water enters Wind Lake from the New Berlin watershed to the north via several lakes and canals.  The watershed is experiencing rapid growth and thus many land use changes.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED: Alternative plans will be developed in the feasibility study  A 1975 report by the regional planning commission identified alternatives.   

VIEWS OF SPONSOR: The Racine County Board of Drainage Commissioners requested initiation of a Section 205 Project by letter dated June 14, 2000.  The sponsor has since indicated that they are pursuing removal of the Rochester Dam with the State of Wisconsin and do not support further Federal involvement at this time.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: Coordination with appropriate local, state and federal agencies will be initiated as necessary.

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  The initial assessment was completed in December 2001.  

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address as follows:  dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
