September 2002

FACT SHEET

TOKEN CREEK HABITAT RESTORATION

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None

LOCATION: Token Creek is located in south central Wisconsin between the cities of Sun Prairie and Madison in Dane County. 

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Feasibility.

                    Estimated Federal Cost
$  3,137,000

                    Estimated Non-Federal Cost
$  1,679,000

                    Total Estimated Plan Cost
$  4,816,000

                    Allocated through FY 2002
$     535,200

                    Allocation for FY 2003
$     185,000

                    Balance to Complete
$  2,416,800

BACKGROUND: Token Creek millpond dam is located high in the watershed.  Since 1840, the dam impounded 70 acres of water that emanated from a series of springs.  The combination of summer warming and winter cooling of the impounded spring water resulted in a thermal regime that was inhospitable for the survival of native fish.  In 1994 the Token Creek millpond dam partially failed.  Because of new dam safety and environmental regulatory requirements, the cost to repair the dam was many times greater than removal.  The Town of Windsor and the Wisconsin DNR purchased the dam structure and the majority of the former millpond bed in 1998 from the lakeside residents to initiate restoration of Token Creek to a cold water fishery. 

The proposed restoration of this segment of the Token Creek watershed would enhance and preserve 4.9 miles of a unique coldwater stream resource, protect green space within an urbanizing area, improve water quality, restore riparian habitat, provide recreational opportunities and reintroduce a native strain of brook trout.  This is regionally significant because of the scarcity of naturally reproducing brook trout populations in southern Wisconsin and because it is located in the rapidly urbanizing eastern side of Dane County.   Anglers, bird watchers, environmentalists and educators from metropolitan Madison and Dane County would use this area upon project completion.  This project would improve the ecological quality of Token Creek downstream from the millpond dam to it's union with the Yahara River and compliment the Lake Mendota Priority Watershed Project.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2002)  Complete Feasibility Study.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2003)  Gain approval and funding for Plans and Specifications Phase.  Complete Plans and Specifications.

AUTHORITY: Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: WI-02

ACTION OFFICER:   Camie Knollenberg, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone (309)794-5487, e-mail Camie.A.Knollenberg@usace.army.mil or Mark Cornish, Environmental Analysis Section, telephone (309)794-5385, e-mail, Mark.A.Cornish@usace.army.mil 

