September 2002

FACT SHEET

WHITEBREAST CREEK WATERSHED

(AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION)

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None.

LOCATION: Whitebreast Creek Watershed is located in south central Iowa encompassing portions of Clarke, Lucas, Warren and Marion counties.  This 273,000-acre (110,500 hectares) watershed lies within the Des Moines River drainage area, and outlets into Lake Red Rock Reservoir just north of Knoxville, IA
CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Feasibility Study.
                 Estimated Federal Cost     
$  4,476,000

                 Estimated Non-Federal Cost
$  2,572,000

                 Total Estimated Plan Cost
$  7,348,000

                 Allocated through FY 2002
$      548,000

                 Allocation for FY 2003
$   1,424,000

                 Balance to Complete
$   2,504,000

BACKGROUND: Land surveys conducted in Iowa by the Government Land Office between 1832 and 1859 show that prairie and timber encompassed 75 and 21 percent, respectively, of the Whitebreast Creek watershed.  Pre-settlement woodland and grassland communities on the watershed have been converted to row crops, hay, and pasture land that have collectively reduced the percent of cover vegetation.  The short vegetation on pasture and hay ground conditions and bare ground row crop land use practices lead to excessive surface runoff that contributes to soil erosion, reduced water quality and allows little storm water retention on highly erodible areas. The loss of 98.9% of wetlands within the Whitebreast watershed since European settlement offers tremendous opportunity to greatly improve wetland aquatic habitat.  Hydrology can be enhanced and partially restored by impounding water that when combined with selected planting, will create high quality aquatic habitat. Additionally, most of Whitebreast Creek has been channelized which reduces channel sinuosity creating unstable reaches throughout the stream that erode and contribute high sediment loads in the aquatic ecosystem in both Whitebreast Creek and Whitebreast Bay of Lake Red Rock. The scope of this project focuses on proposed project features that would improve wetland and in-stream habitats and enhance resource values.  Project features will include construction of upland wetland ponds, floodplain wetland ponds and in-stream pool-riffle complexes. The project was planned for the benefit of native species of mammals, amphibians, fish, and resident and migratory birds consistent with agency management goals.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2002) Complete Feasibility Study. 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2003) Gain approval and funding for Plans and Specifications Phase. Gain funding for Construction Phase.  Begin Construction.

AUTHORITY:  Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-03

POINTS OF CONTACT:   Camie Knollenberg, Project Manager,  Project Management Branch, telephone 309 794-5487, e-mail camie.a.knollenberg@usace.army.mil or Dan Johnson, Cost Engineering Branch, 309 794-5857, e-mail daniel.j.johnson@usace.army.mil
