September 2002
FACT SHEET
LaSalle I & M Canal

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None. Fact Sheet Only.

LOCATION:  I&M Canal from Lock 14 at LaSalle Illinois north 2 ½ miles to Split Rock.

CURRENT STATUS:  Drafting SOW.  To be completed November 2002

BACKGROUND:

City, Canal Association wants to make approximately a two and half mile stretch of the I&M Canal above lock 14 navigable again.  City and Canal Association are looking to create a tourist attraction by placing a working replica of an 1800’s canal boat on the canal to carry tourist on the canal.  A replica canal boat should be built by next fall (2003)

The Canal is currently operated by Illinois DNR as a recreational area.  Recreation on the canal and adjacent to the canal includes fishing, canoeing and biking.  A bike path is located on the east bank of the canal which is a levee.  The last mile of the approximate two and a half mile project would need the most dredging where approximately four feet of sediment is deposited.  Currently the DNR operates two pumps on the Illinois River to move water into the canal.  The pumps have experienced many mechanical problems in the past.

Considerations under PAS Section 22 would be, creating a dredging plan for the canal including sampling and disposal of material, a bank Stabilization Plan, H&H study to determine flow, develop operable pool height and maintain pool height and a sedimentation reduction plan.

AUTHORITY:  General Investigations/Continuing Authorities/Construction General.  Section 22 of Public Law 93-251

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-11 

Action Officer:  Andrew Leichty, Study Manager, Project Management Branch  telephone number (309) 794-5399, e-mail: Andrew.L.Leichty@usace.army.mil
