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FACT SHEET/ISSUE PAPER

Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt, Iowa (Recreation)

(CONSTRUCTION GENERAL)

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: The Greenbelt’s outputs are primarily recreational.  The project was not included in the President’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2003; the last appropriation was received in FY 1995.  Eleven projects are in various stages of design and remain on hold due to a lack of continuing project appropriations.  The Greenbelt Advisory Committee has identified Lake Red Rock Trails Segment IVB as its number one priority project for funding and completion. 

STATUS:  There are 125 separable projects in the total program as listed in the Greenbelt’s General Design Memorandum Master List of Projects.  Twenty-three separable projects have been initiated. 

· Twelve projects constructed: Bennington Bridge Boat Ramp, Jester County Park Campground Improvements, Red Rock Trail Segment I, Lutheran Hospital Trail Improvements, Red Rock Trail Segment IIA, Red Rock Trail Segment IIB, Red Rock Trail Segment IIIA, Red Rock Trail Segment IIIB, Red Rock Trail Segment IVA, Dragoon Trail Scenic Road Route, Simon Estes Plaza/Amphitheater, and the Neil Smith Trail and Refuge Signs.

· Eleven projects on hold: Red Rock Trail Segment IVB, Botanical Center Riverfront Park, Johnston Trail and Canoe Access, Raccoon River Trail, Raccoon River Regional Park, Polk City - Big Creek Trail, Webster City - Briggs Woods Trail, Dayton - Stratford Trail, Knoxville Trail, Riverview Park, and the Saylorville Barrier Dam Trail.  

· Two potentially new projects:  Des Moines River Walk and the Fort Dodge Riverfront Redevelopment.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Construction

Estimated Federal Cost
$
35,200,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost
15,400,000


Cash
14,737,000


Other
663,000


Total Estimated Project Cost
$
50,600,000


Allocation through FY  2002
$
13,671,000


Budget Request for FY 2003
$                  0


Balance to Complete after FY 2003
$
21,529,000

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2002: Continue coordination activities with the Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt Advisory Committee.  Design work is underway  to address ADA concerns at the Simon Estes Amphitheater as outlined in a U.S. Department of Justice Letter to the city of Des Moines.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2003: FY 2003 funds will be used to complete plans and specifications for the Simon Estes Amphitheater Americans with Disabilities Act improvements, to complete design on the Volksweg Trail expansion, and initiate the Des Moines River Walk phase and Fort Dodge Riverfront Redevelopment phase.

AUTHORIZATION:  Public Law 99-88, Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1985, Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference accompanying Conference Report for H.R. 2577.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS(S):  IA-3, IA-4 , IA-5

BACKGROUND:  

Proposed Simon Estes Amphitheater Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Improvements 

The city of Des Moines has requested that Rock Island District proceed with improvements to addressADA concerns at the Simon Estes Amphitheater.  A platform lift, designated wheelchair seating,  ramp to the stage, and assistive listening device will be added to meet Department of Justice requirements.   

The Simon Estes Amphitheater project involved the construction of a public outdoor amphitheater and public gathering area to serve as a park on the riverfront in downtown Des Moines.  A round stage intersects the existing Des Moines riverwall and extends over the existing interceptor sewer into the Des Moines River.  A tubular aluminum arch approximately 57 feet wide by 37 feet high spans the stage. The spectator area consists of formed grass slopes with concrete steps and curved walkways rising to a concrete planter.  The planter doubles as a small floodwall replacing the upper 2.8 feet of the former levee, a part of the Des Moines Local Flood Protection Project.  East of the planter is a tree-lined plaza constructed of unit pavers arranged in a decorative pattern. 

In December 2001, the Department of Justice responded with their guidance to the city of Des Moines as to what design changes needed to be made.  The design of these changes is currently underway.  The City has requested the construction proceed if federal funding becomes available. 

Construction costs for the 50/50 cost-shared Simon Estes Amphitheater improvements are estimated at $179,000.  Design coordination is ongoing with the city of Des Moines and the Department of Justice to address the ADA concerns.  

Total cost as of 29 August 2001 is $2,235,005.00 

Lake Red Rock Trail Segment IVB

Segment IVB represents the last 5 miles of an envisioned 14-mile multi-purpose trail system along the north shoreline of the Corps-operated Lake Red Rock Reservoir. Plans & Specifications for the project are estimated at $550,000.  There are not sufficient funds available to complete plans & specs.  The estimated total project cost of the Lake Red Rock Trail Segment IVB is $5,600,000.

Des Moines River Trail

The Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt Advisory Committee in September 1999 established a Task Force to coordinate the designation of the Des Moines River from Estherville to Keokuk, Iowa as a River Trail.  The Task Force is composed of representatives from the Greenbelt Advisory Committee, the 19 counties in which the Des Moines River flows through, the Department of Natural Resources, County Conservation Boards, and various businesses and media interests.  

The office of the Governor, the Department of Natural Resources, the Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt Advisory Committee and the Boone County Conservation Board recognized the importance and beauty of Iowa's rivers by participating in the Governor's Invitational Canoe Trip on 24 June 2000.  A dedication ceremony was also held in conjunction with the canoe trip to designate the Des Moines River as the state's first River Trail. Other Counties up and down the Des Moines River sponsored similar events on the same day as the Governor’s Invitational Canoe Trip.  
Action Officer: Dennis Hamilton, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, Planning Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634 or email: Dennis.W.Hamilton @ usace.army.mil.

