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Dubuque Ice Harbor, Iowa (Mississippi River Discovery Center Wetland)

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None

LOCATION:  The Mississippi River Discovery Center Wetland Project is authorized for construction in the Dubuque Ice Harbor at approximate RM 579.5, Pool 12 of the Mississippi River.  The project is located in Dubuque County, Iowa.  Dubuque, Iowa is located at RM 580.5.

CURRENT STATUS:

                  Estimated Federal Cost       
$  1,450,000

                  Estimated Non-Federal Cost 
$  1,450,000

                  Total Estimated Plan Cost
$  2,900,000

                   Allocated through FY 2001
$                0

                   Allocation for FY 2002
$                0

                   Balance to Complete
$   1,450,000

BACKGROUND:   WRDA 99, Section 323 authorized the construction of a wetland demonstration project to serve the 3 million visitors to the Upper Mississippi River.  This project would be along the banks of a commercial boat harbor, Dubuque Ice Harbor, authorized by the River and Harbor Act of 14 July 1960, P.L. 86-645, and originally built by the Corps in 1885.  Through various exhibits, aquaria, and outdoor wetland demonstrations, the visitor would be able to understand the environmental history of the Mississippi River.  The Dubuque Historical Society (Society) currently operates the Mississippi River Museum of the Dubuque County Historical Society, a Not-For-Profit Educational Corporation, located at the historic Dubuque Ice Harbor.  The Society has recently started construction of a new interpretive center (called the Discovery Center) at the site of the museum with the center to be owned and operated by the Society.  The existing museum would be replaced or expanded and additional exhibits developed to provide a regional interpretive center to highlight the vast importance of the Mississippi River and the contributions of the Corps of Engineers.  The proposed wetland will demonstrate the environmental values of this habitat to the river.  The Discovery Center would be the only major interpretive center for the entire upper Mississippi region.  The Corps' National Great Rivers Museum, Regional Visitor Center at the Melvin Price Locks and Dam, Alton, Illinois, and the Riverlands Interpretive Center in the St. Louis District provide similar functions for the middle Mississippi region.  Headquarters USACE has already determined that the Society may proceed with plans to construct the demonstration wetland within a portion of the Dubuque Ice Harbor.  Additionally, the Society and the Corps have signed a Partnership Agreement dated 13 November 1998.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (CURRENT FY) None.  The project is unfunded.  The City and Society have developed plans and specifications for the wetland construction.  The Department of the Army permit is currently undergoing public review.  The Society plans to initiate construction in the 3rd quarter of FY2002 using Society funds.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (NEXT FY) Funds in the amount of $350,000 could be used to initiate the planning, design, and construction the 1.5-acre outdoor wetland demonstration project within the historic Dubuque Ice Harbor.

AUTHORITY: WRDA 1999, Section 323
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-02

ACTION OFFICER:  Dorie Bollman, Environmental Analysis Section, American Heritage Rivers Pilot, telephone 309/794-5590 e-mail, Dorene.A. Bollman@mvr02.usace.army.mil






