September 2002

FACT SHEET

RED ROCK DAM & LAKE, IOWA

(LAND ACQUISITION)

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE:  Public Law 99-190 authorizes the Secretary of the Army to purchase land at Lake Red Rock, where the United States currently has flowage easements, from willing sellers.  The project was not included in the President’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2002 (FY 2002), and funding was last received in FY 1991.  Land acquisition activities are on hold.
STATUS:  Project acquisition activities have been on hold since Fiscal Year (FY) 1996 due to policy concerns regarding funding.  The Corps of Engineers (Corps) maintains that the government has enough interests in lands to operate the project.  There are approximately 750 ownerships and 29,000 acres of flowage easements.  Actions on 553 ownerships representing 20,167 acres of flowage easements have been completed.  These actions include rejection of the government’s offer to purchase the flowage easement lands or lack of interest in participating in the “willing seller” acquisition program.  The Corps has acquired approximately 3,210 acres of flowage easement lands from 40 landowners.  There are approximately 190 landowners remaining to negotiate with for the possible purchase of 8,833 additional acres.  There may be “willing sellers” among these landowners.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:
Construction (Land Acquisition)



Estimated Federal Cost
$
44,500,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost
 0


Cash

(0)


Other

(0)


Total Estimated Project Cost
$
44,500,000


Allocation through FY 2002
$
5,531,500


Budget Request for FY 2003
$
0


Balance to Complete after FY 2002
$
38,968,500

BACKGROUND:  Red Rock Dam and Lake, Iowa, completed in 1969, was authorized for the purpose of flood control, recreation, and hydropower.  The project is located 60 miles downstream from Des Moines, Iowa, on the Des Moines River.  Landowner complaints - that lake operations have flooded their lands more frequently than what they were told to expect when flowage easements were initially acquired - presumably lead to Congress modifying the project authorization.  Public Law 99-190 authorized and directed the Secretary of the Army to acquire from willing sellers, fee simple title to property subject to periodic flooding in connection with the operation of the project. 

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2002: None.

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2003: None.

AUTHORIZATION: Section 108(b), PL 99-190, 1986 CRA 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-3

Action Officer: Ralph Werthmann, Chief, Real Estate Division, telephone 309/794-5234.
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