September 2002

FACT SHEET

ILLINOIS RIVER BASIN RESTORATION

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  The constrained budget for FY 2003 will delay study completion by two and a half years.  Current authorization expires in 2004.  An extension of the authorization to 10 years from first appropriation and an increase in the per-project federal cost to $15 million would aid in implementation.  CG funding in FY03 would allow for the construction of Critical Restoration Projects.  

LOCATION:  Entire Illinois River Basin including tributaries.

CURRENT STATUS:  The E&WD Appropriations Act of 2002 provided $2,000,000 GI.  







GI Feasibility

CG Costs
          Estimated Federal Cost                            $  4,000,000

$   96,000,000

          Estimated Non-Federal Cost    

$  1,885,000

$   51,690,000

          Total Estimated Plan Cost          

$  5,885,000

$ 147,690,000

          Allocated Through FY 2002     

$  1,160,000


$                 0

          Budget Request for FY 2003 

$  1,051,000

$                 0

          Balance to Complete after FY 2003          
$  1,789,000     

$   96,000,000

1Reflects $740,000 reduction assigned as savings and slippage and reprogramming of $100,000.       

BACKGROUND:  Section 519 of WRDA 2000 authorized $100 million in FY 01-04 to complete a comprehensive plan, evaluate new technologies and innovative approaches, develop and implement long-term resource monitoring, and evaluate and complete critical restoration projects.  This effort complements tasks being undertaken as part of the related Illinois River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study, sponsored by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  These efforts are part of the State’s Illinois Rivers 2020 initiative, a proposed 20-year, $2.5 billion, Federal-state effort to restore and enhance the Illinois River Basin.  This project involves three districts (Rock Island, St. Louis, and Chicago). 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (Fiscal Year 2002)  Prepare an initial assessment and negotiate a cost sharing agreement with a non-Federal partner.  Following the agreement efforts will focus on preparing a Report to Congress on the comprehensive plan and completing draft reports for two Critical Restoration feasibility investigations.    

MAJOR WORK ITEM (Fiscal Year 2003)   If funds are available, up to $5 million could be used to continue comprehensive plan tasks, evaluate and construct critical restoration projects, and develop and begin implementation of a long term resource monitoring program.

AUTHORITY:  Section 519 (Illinois River Basin Restoration) of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  All Illinois Districts
ACTION OFFICER:  Brad Thompson, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone number (309) 794-5256, e-mail Bradley.E.Thompson@mvr02.usace.army.mil










