September 2002

FACT SHEET

ILLINOIS RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  The constrained budget for FY 2003 will delay study completion by two years.  WRDA 2004 construction authorization milestone would be missed.

LOCATION:  Entire Illinois River Basin including tributaries.  The Illinois River and waterway flows southwest across Illinois connecting Lake Michigan with the Mississippi River.

CURRENT STATUS:  Feasibility Study authorized and funded.

          Estimated Federal Cost                            $  2,770,000

          Estimated Non-Federal Cost    

$  2,670,000

          Total Estimated Plan Cost          

$  5,440,000

          Allocated Through FY 2001     

$     901,000

          Allocation for FY 2002
 
$     620,000

          Budget Request for FY 2003 

$     365,000

          Balance to Complete after FY 2003         
$     884,000     

BACKGROUND:  In August 2000, the State of Illinois and the Corps of Engineers entered into a Cost-Sharing Agreement to conduct a Feasibility Study.   Emphasis is being placed on identifying and evaluating restoration activities related to the State of Illinois' Integrated Management Plan for the Illinois River Watershed and Illinois Rivers 2020 Initiative.   The principal habitat problems in the Illinois River basin are the result of sedimentation of backwaters and side channels, degradation of tributary streams, fluctuations in hydrologic regimes and water levels, loss of floodplain and tributary connectivity, and other adverse impacts caused by human activity.  During the study, alternatives such as watershed/tributary restoration, side channel and backwater restoration, water level management and floodplain restoration and protection are being analyzed.  This effort complements tasks being undertaken as part of the related Illinois River Basin Restoration project and involves the efforts of three districts (Rock Island, St. Louis, and Chicago).
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FISCAL YEAR 2002)   Current efforts include continuing the feasibility study phase, completing major portions of the restoration needs assessment and hydrologic investigations, and producing an interim report.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FISCAL YEAR 2003)   Finalize the restoration needs assessment and study investigations and prepare the draft feasibility report.

AUTHORITY:  General Investigations Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 with supplemental authority from Section 519 (Illinois River Basin Restoration) of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-18, IL-14, IL -20, IL-19, IL-17, IL-16, IL-15, IL-13, IL-12, IL-11, IL-10, IL 9, IL-8, IL-7, IL-6, IL-5, IL-4, IL-3, IL-2, IL-1 

ACTION OFFICER:  Brad Thompson, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone number (309) 794-5256, e-mail Bradley.E.Thompson@mvr02.usace.army.mil

