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GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER – ILLINOIS WATERWAY SYSTEM NAVIGATION STUDY
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  FY03 Budget Request funding based on ceilings is at $1,000,000.  Funding at this level, and continued out year ceiling impacts will result in an estimated FY 07 feasibility study completion.  Delays in this study completion will further delay implementation of potential navigation improvements to reduce transportation delays to the nation and potential implementation of product measures for environmental sustainability for this nationally significant ecosystem and commercial navigation system as designated by Congress in WRDA 86.  Funding of $8,553,400 is needed to complete the feasibility phase.

CURRENT STATUS:  The Study has been restructured to give equal consideration of fish and wildlife resources and navigation improvement planning consistent with recommendations from the National Research Council and the Federal Principals Group.  The restructured study is addressing the navigation efficiency needs of the UMR-IWW system, the ongoing cumulative effects of navigation, and the ecosystem restoration needs with a goal of attaining an environmentally sustainable navigation system.

An Interim Report to the Feasibility Study was completed in July 2002.  The Interim Report summarizes the results of the navigation feasibility study from its inception and provides a structure for completing the study to ensure the UMR-IWW system continues as a nationally significant ecosystem and a nationally significant commercial navigation system.  The Interim Report is not a decision document, rather, it provides a history of past study activities; the purpose of the restructuring; initial plan formulation activities including establishment of goals, objectives and alternatives; and identifies implementation issues.  Full economic and environmental evaluations will be contained in the final feasibility report scheduled for completion in 2004.  

A collaborative process is being employed in the restructured navigation study and was used to prepare the Interim Report.  An important aspect of this collaboration is the Federal Principals Group that is assisting the Corps in formulation of guidance and oversight.  In addition to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Principals Group consists of senior level representatives of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Protection Agency, and the Maritime Administration.  The Federal Principals Group has endorsed the framework for the restructured study and provided a Federal Principals Group position paper.  Collaboration is also being emphasized on the regional level to include other federal agencies, state agencies, the public, and economic and environmental non-governmental organizations.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Estimated Feasibility Cost (Federal)

$67,800,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost


    0


Total Estimated Feasibility Cost

$67,800,000


Allocation through FY 2001
$54,456,600


Allocation for FY 2002

  $4,790,000


Budget Request for FY 2003

  $1,000,000


Balance to Complete after FY 2003

  $7,553,400

BACKGROUND:  The feasibility phase of the study began in April 1993.  As part of the original study scope, the Rock Island, St. Louis, St. Paul, and New Orleans Districts of the Mississippi Valley Division were investigating the feasibility of navigation improvements on the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway.  The study continues to formulate, evaluate and compare various alternative plans comprised of small-scale and large-scale measures for reducing delays to commercial navigation as well as the comprehensive framework as described above.  Measures are combined at different lock locations to give an array of alternative plans to evaluate and compare.  The Mississippi Valley Division, announced on 2 August 2001, that it has been instructed by the Director of Civil Works, Brig. Gen. (P) Robert H. Griffin, Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington, D.C., with the concurrence of the Chief of Engineers, Lt. Gen. Robert B. Flowers, and the acting Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, Mr. Dominic Izzo, to resume the Upper Mississippi River-Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study.  The study resumed at that time and is refocused on environmentally sustainable development of the river system.  These study changes are being made in consideration of the recommendations of the National Research Council (NRC) and based on input from a federal agency task force.  The Chief of Engineers invited Washington-level representatives from the Department of Agriculture, Environmental Protection Agency, Fish and Wildlife Service, and Maritime Administration to provide a broader federal perspective on the needs of the river system and to advise the Corps on how to best implement the NRC recommendations.

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2002:  Interim Report completed and submitted to Chief of Engineers in July 2002.  Continue the System Feasibility phase and on-going agency and public collaboration.   
MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2003:  Continue System Feasibility Study activities and NEPA compliance documentation.

AUTHORIZATION:  This study is being performed under the authority of Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-611).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT (S):  Multiple; Mississippi River Caucus

ACTION OFFICER:  Mr. Denny Lundberg, Project Manager, Navigation Office, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5632.
