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AMERICAN HERITAGE RIVERS INITIATIVE

1
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: On September 11, 1997 by Executive Order # 13061, President Clinton created the American Heritage Rivers Initiative which offers special recognition to outstanding stretches of America’s rivers.  The Upper Mississippi River (UMR) was one of 14 rivers nationwide that was selected for this special designation.  The program supports community-based efforts to restore and protect the environmental, economic, cultural, and historic values of the Nations rivers. Designated rivers receive federal assistance in the form of refocused programs, grants, and technical assistance from existing federal resources.  Within the Rock Island District, 24 communities joined the locally driven nomination effort for the UMR.  Federal agencies have taken the lead in linking the federal programs with the community-driven project.  Each designated river’s initiative is lead by a federal employee known as the “River Navigator”.  Support agencies designate “River Pilot’s” to provide functional assistance to the  “River Navigator”.  The UMR’s Navigator is a Corps of Engineer’s employee.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES: Since the Initiative’s inception, 7 additional river communities and 8 counties have expressed interest in joining the UMR AHRI designation.  One of these communities, Keithsburg, lies within the District boundary.  On the UMR, there are 3 “Keystone” projects or projects that have national focus.  Two of those 3 Keystone projects are in the Rock Island District.  The Dubuque Historical Society’s new “Discovery Center” in Dubuque, Iowa and Davenport, Iowa’s Nahant Marsh Restoration and Learning Center is another.

STATUS/SCHEDULE:  Representatives from the AHR designated areas attended a conference in Nov 2000 to review progress and develop strategies for the future.  The attendees believe that the national initiative has been very successful.  Common successes enjoyed by all 14 rivers are: building broad-based partnerships, establishing community priorities, and supporting a common vision.  In the near term, the immediate action plan included the following:  continue work on community based projects, complete reports to the President and individual State-of-the-River reports, involve a national firm in marketing the initiate, pursue an independent website for AHRI, and reconfirm the commitment for River Navigator positions.  
POINT OF CONTACT: Mr. Owen Dutt, St. Louis District, River Navigator, 314- 331-8450; Ms. Dorie Bollman, Rock Island District’s River Pilot, (309)-794-5590.






