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FACT SHEET

Coralville Lake Project – Proposed Lease to Muslim Youth Camps of America
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  Provide information on an application by Muslim Youth Camps of America (MYCA) to lease land at Coralville Lake, for non-profit group recreational purposes.

BACKGROUND:  There is a site containing approximately 106 acres at Coralville Lake Project that was previously leased to the Mississippi Valley Girl Scout Council for development and use as a non-profit group camp facility.  The Girl Scouts discontinued use of the site and the lease was not renewed when it expired in 1991.  The project Master Plan designates the area to be used for the existing lease purposes.  The Corps received applications to lease the site for non-profit group recreational use in 1999.  The Corps reviewed the applications and selected the application by MYCA as the best overall application to pursue for a lease.  The Corps requested that MYCA provide additional information on the proposed development and use of the area for further consideration in negotiating a lease and determining environmental impacts of the leasing action.  MYCA provided the additional information in January 2000.  The proposed camp will accommodate approximately 120 youth campers at a time throughout the summer season.  The proposed development includes a lodge for meetings, dining and classroom space, cabins, tent platforms, a caretaker’s residence, trails, a beach, a boat dock and other recreational facilities.  The facility will also be available for use by other non-profit groups for camping, retreats, conferences and similar activities when not being used for MYCA activities.

Current Status:  The Corps has contracted out the preparation of an Environmental Assessment for the proposed leasing action.  It is anticipated the Environmental Assessment will be completed in the fall of 2002.  The Environmental Assessment will then be distributed for public review and comment, after which the Corps and the contractor will work together to respond to comments received during the public review and comment period.  This will require approximately 4 months to complete.  If the Environmental Assessment results in a Finding of No Significant Impact, the Corps can then complete the lease negotiations and offer a lease to MYCA.  Spring of 2003 is the earliest we anticipate a lease could be entered into with MYCA.  A number of neighboring property owners have voiced concerns about the proposed lease for various reasons including impacts the development will have on their property values, impacts the development will have on the natural resources of the area, and impacts on traffic and roads in the area.  Property owners in the adjoining subdivisions have also petitioned Johnson County, Iowa, to vacate the public road that provides access to the site.  The Corps has filed an objection to the road vacation and a claim for damages if the County does vacate the road.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-01
Action Officer:  Dick Mattson, Chief, Management and Disposal Branch, Real Estate Division, telephone number (309) 794-5263.

