September 2002

CORDOVA CENTER ON THE ROCK

ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER COMPLEX (RECREATION)

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: The Marion County Conservation Board and Iowa Department of Natural Resources want to partner with the Corps for development of a major resource based cooperative environmental learning center and associated facilities.  Potential components of the project include: an environmental learning center, performing arts amphitheater, Volksweg Trail expansion, outdoor interpretive facilities, cabin expansion, picnic facility modernization and entrance road relocation. 

LOCATION:  Cordova Park, Lake Red Rock

Lake Red Rock has the largest flood storage capacity in the Mississippi Valley Division and is Iowa’s largest contiguous public land base with approximately 50,000 acres of land. 

STATUS:  The trails component has been identified as the number one priority of the Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt.  This component is authorized, awaiting appropriation of funds.  The component for design/construction of center support facilities needs authorization and funding.  

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Construction

Estimated Federal Cost
$
  7,460,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost                                 $ 10,040,000


Total Estimated Project Cost
$
17,500,000


Allocation through FY 2002
$                 0


Budget Request for FY 2003
$                 0


Balance to Complete 
$
  7,460,000

BACKGROUND:  There will be significant public benefits with the collaboration of the County, State and Federal partners jointly operating the environmental learning center.  The theme of the center will focus on the Des Moines River Watershed and the relationships between human need and natural resources. Environmental learning opportunities are extremely important in a state like Iowa, where less than 1% of the land is in public ownership. Iowa is one of the most altered states in the nation due to extensive agriculture.  This cooperative partnership will allow education of the public on environmental stewardship, which can build support for conservation of the project’s 12,000 square mile watershed.  The trail component of the project will expand the current 13-mile asphalt trail to the environmental complex site in Cordova Park.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2003:  If funds are available, complete plans and specifications, initiate construction of phase I of the asphalt bike trail and visitor center support facilities. 

AUTHORIZATION:  Public Law 99-88, Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1985, Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference accompanying Conference Report for H.R. 2577.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS(S):  IA-3, IA-4 , IA-5

Action Officer:  Dennis Hamilton, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, Planning Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634 or email: Dennis.W.Hamilton@usace.army.mil
1
CordovaCenter-LakeRedRock.doc.doc

