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CORPORATE WETLANDS RESTORATION PARTNERSHIP

1
PARTNERSHIP DESCRIPTION: The Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership (CWRP) is a new initiative of the Coastal America Program to foster collaboration between federal government, state agencies, and private corporations to restore salt and freshwater wetlands and other aquatic habitats.  Significant wetland degradation has occurred over the past few decades.  Through the CWRP, corporations contribute funds to implement habitat restoration projects endorsed by the Coastal America Regional Implementation Teams.  The goal is to restore 100,000 acres of wetlands annually through 2005.  Efforts are underway to create a CWRP in each state in the country.  Massachusetts established the first CWRP in 1994.  Since then, several east coast states have initiated their own efforts. Recently, the concept has gained support here in the Midwest particularly amongst the Upper Mississippi River states.  The CWRP organizational structure mirrors the Coastal America structure with national, regional, and state advisory councils.  The state advisory councils are composed of representatives of corporate partners, state environmental agencies, and non-profit groups including environmental organizations and educational institutions.  The National and Regional groups will focus on overall strategy and support the State groups.  The State advisory boards will select approved Coastal America projects or nominate their own for approval, will disburse funds, and administer project implementation.  A corporate entity takes the lead in each state.  All funds solicitation occurs between the corporate lead and the corporate contributor.  USACE-HQ endorses this partnership program and encourages project implementation.
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES: A Great Lakes Regional Implementation Team exists under the Coastal America structure.  This team includes the following states:  Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio.  However, to apply this structure and this partnership to the Upper Mississippi River, the states of Iowa and Missouri would need to be added to the regional structure.  At present, Iowa and Missouri do not belong to any Coastal America regional structure due to the absence of a coastline.  With the CWRP initiative underway, this deficiency needs to be corrected.

BENEFITS of CWRP:

a) To Corporate Partners – highly visible/significant environmental returns, community pride and environmental awareness, positive public relations, builds trust and communication with agencies, flexible participation/contribution amount determined by the company.

b) To the Government – provides matching funds for federal dollars, expedites project implementation, promotes environmental awareness in the private sector, builds trust and working relationships, improves communication with corporations, and expands public-private partnerships.




STATUS/SCHEDULE:  The UMR River Navigator (for the American Heritage Rivers Initiative) has proposed the concept of a UMR CWRP to the Upper Mississippi River Basin Association and the Midwest Natural Resources Managers Group at recent meetings (Feb. 27, 2001) of these organizations.  Both groups signed a “Joint Call to Action” to develop an organizational structure and funding/project implementation plan.  This is a voluntary, state-driven effort with an uncertain timeline.  Federal agencies serve advisory roles. 

POINT OF CONTACT: Mr. Owen Dutt, St. Louis District, River Navigator, 314- 331-8450; Ms. Dorie Bollman, Rock Island District’s River Pilot, (309)-794-5590.





