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FACT SHEET

CROOKED SLOUGH ACCESS RESTRICTION SAVANNA ARMY DEPOT

MISSISSIPPI RIVER – POOL 13

RIVER MILE 550 TO 556.7

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  With the closure and decommissioning of the Savanna Army Depot Activity in FY00 the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (ILEPA) was concerned with how the Open Burning Grounds (OBG) and the active Open Burning/Open Detonation (OB/OD) Area would be secured from the public.  While a plan was being formulated to secure the areas ILEPA issued a violation notice in May 2001 that a physical barrier be constructed to prevent unauthorized access to the OBG and the OB/OD Area.  In Spring 2001 a plan was developed to restrict access to the entire Savanna Army Depot backwater complex to prevent contact with unexploded ordnance.  Local fishermen objected to the plan stating that the backwater complex area has been used for decades without incident.  A “SMART (Strategic Management Analysis Requirements and Technology) Team” consisting of representatives from the Department of Army, USEPA, ILEPA, USFWS, ILDNR, Jo-Caroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority and a citizen representative from the local community was established to look at the possibility of shrinking the restricted area down to an exclusion zone of known areas of unexploded ordnance within the backwater complex.  This would allow some access into portions of the backwater complex.  As part of the overall access control system, this exclusion zone has been established and floating barriers have been constructed at seven locations within the backwater complex that restrict boat access into the zone.  The five downstream buoy closure systems were constructed to prevent access to the OBG and OB/OD Area while the two upstream buoy closure systems were installed mainly to restrict access to the mustard chemical warfare material (CWM) areas and other ordnance and HTRW concerns.  There remains a permitting issue with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Office of Water Resources relating to denial of access to the backwater complex. Operations Support Command (OSC) is resolving this issue.

LOCATION:   The 5,225-acre Savanna Army Depot backwater complex area is located adjacent to the main channel of the Mississippi River on the left descending bank from river mile 550 to 556.7 in Jo Daviess County, Illinois.

CURRENT STATUS:  Construction of the seven floating barriers was completed in 2001 at an approximate cost of $1,000,000. Funding for the project was provided by the Department of Army (Environmental Restoration, Army). No Corps of Engineers funds were involved.  

BACKGROUND:  The goal of this project is to restrict boat access into the Savanna Army Depot backwater complex over a range of normal river conditions.  Access restriction is necessary because of the high density of unexploded ordnance over areas within the Savanna Army Depot backwater complex and the known or suspected presence of CWM and HTRW.  The USEPA and Illinois EPA are requiring the Depot to restrict access and to provide surveillance to insure that access restriction points are not breached.  Even though boat access to the Savanna Army Depot backwater complex has always been officially off limits, local fishermen have traditionally ignored the “keep out” signs and fished on Army Depot property.  The Rock Island District served as a consultant to OSC located on the Rock Island Arsenal for the purpose of developing a workable access restriction plan and to provide environmental coordination and permitting assistance.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM (CURRENT FY): Construction was completed in September 2001.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (NEXT FY): No additional work required by the Rock Island District Corps of Engineers.

AUTHORITY:  Support to the Army (Operations Support Command on the Rock Island Arsenal and Louisville District Corps of Engineers).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  Manzullo, IL-16

ACTION OFFICER:  Daniel J. Johnson, Project Engineer, Design Branch, telephone number (309) 794-5857, e-mail:  Daniel.J.Johnson@usace.army.mil
