September 2002

FACT SHEET/ISSUE PAPER

DREDGED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM SITES

UTICA BRIDGE, ILLINOIS WATERWAY (IWW) RIVER MILE 229.7R

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

There is local opposition to development of a placement site near the Village of North Utica, Illinois, for dredged material placement.  Citizens have expressed several concerns based in part on a mis-characterization of the dredged material.  

CURRENT STATUS: The District is preparing a Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) for the Starved Rock Lower dredge cut.  All fieldwork has been completed (e.g. wetland determination, HTRW analysis, and cultural/historical assessment).  NEPA compliance and the final DMMP report should be complete in FY 2002.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA: N/A

BACKGROUND:

Placement sites in the vicinity of the Starved Rock Lower DMMP are extremely limited due to environmental concerns, floodplain impacts, and lack of government owned land.  The Utica Bridge placement site is important because it is capable of handling the estimated dredging volume for the next eight years with no accounting for any material being removed for beneficial use purposes.   It has good potential to generate beneficial use removal, effectively extending the life/capacity of the site, and it avoids floodplain impacts because it is located in the hydraulic shadow of the IL 178 Highway Bridge.  Potential concerns with this site include local opposition, and wetland mitigation would be required. 

(1)  Local Opposition: The placement site owner refused to sign a ROE for our fieldwork, which necessitated the condemnation action.  A sand and gravel concern had secured an option to buy the property.  The sand and gravel company has granted the District a ROE.

Other local opposition to using the placement site (Village of North Utica, Heritage Corridor Visitors Bureau, Canal Corridor Assoc., North Central Illinois Council of Governments, Ottawa Chamber of Commerce, Illinois Valley Area Chambers of Commerce, Starved Rock Lodge, and Illinois & Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor Commission) is centered on its effect on area tourism.  Specifically, the potential negative visual impact for tourists driving by the site on their way to Starved Rock and Buffalo Rock State Parks and the IWW Visitor Center. The placement site is currently screened from the highway by trees.  These would remain and more trees could be planted to lessen any aesthetic impacts.  Current land use in the area includes an existing quarry and Utica’s sewage lagoons, west and north of the placement site respectively.  The Corps has met with the LaSalle County Development Committee and a representative of Congressman Jerry Weller to discuss dredging and placement operations and the site evaluation process.  A meeting with Congressman Weller and the Mayor of Utica was held on 18 April 2000.  An additional meeting with Congressman Weller and the Mayor of Utica was held on 17 April 2001.  The draft DMMP report, with the EA is scheduled to be distributed for public review in FY 2003.

In response to the local opposition, the District is partnering with the Illinois DNR, Abandon Mines Reclamation Division or other sponsors to leverage other programs to locate placement options for these dredge cuts.  One possible area is the strip mines located East of Utica between Route 6 and the old Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific railroad tracks.  At this time the strip mines are privately owned.  The District is also working with numerous local sand and gravel companies to promote beneficial use opportunities and help extend the life of the placement site for the long-term.

(2) Wetland Mitigation: A small sedge meadow wetland exists within the placement site that would require mitigation.  The presence of a wetland would not preclude using this site for dredged material placement.  In-kind, on-site mitigation can be accomplished on the land that would be acquired, at a ratio of 1.5 to 1 which is what the District would require from any permit applicant proposing to impact similar wetlands.

(3) Historic Properties: Archeological investigations undertaken by the District conclude, with concurrence from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, that the project would not impact significant historic properties.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (CURRENT FY): 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (NEXT FY): Complete Draft Report and begin internal review.

AUTHORIZATION:  1930 and 1935 River and Harbors Acts

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IL-11
Action Officer: Darryl Carattini, Dredged Material Management Program, Planning, Programs and Project Management Division, at telephone numbers (309) 794-5340, or e-mail at darryl.r.carattina@usace.army.mil.
