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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  
Permit Activities
Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) - Eddyville Bypass 
Congressional District:  IA-03
CURRENT STATUS:
· On 12 December 2001, this office authorized the Eddyville Bypass project under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) water quality certification, issued November 15, 2001, was made part of the DA permit.  The water quality certification contains an unusually large number of Mitigation Conditions (19) that, mostly, concern the requirements for the wetland mitigation.  On January 10, 2002, the DA permit was modified to allow changes in the borrow sites.  The work has been underway since early spring 2002 with the trucking of large quantities of borrow material from the borrow site to the road construction site on the eastern edge of Eddyville.  In early April, we inspected the project site and found several items that were out of compliance with the DA permit.  Since then, the IDOT has initiated corrective actions and is continuing work.
BACKGROUND:
· Old  Iowa Highway 137 connects Eddyville to Oskaloosa, and Old Iowa Highway 23 connects  Ottumwa as part of the Des Moines to Burlington route.  Both highways have been redesignated as Highway 63.  Several portions of this major highway upgrade project involved Section 404 permits.  All have now been permitted.  The last of these was the Eddyville Bypass segment.  The Eddyville Bypass segment became very controversial due to the presence of unique natural areas (sand dunes) and State endangered species.  The most controversial 404 issues (alternatives and sequential mitigation) were suitably resolved through a new alternatives analysis, a Reevaluation of the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision, and a new wetland mitigation plan.
Point of Contact: Neal Johnson, Regulatory Project Manager, Permit Evaluation Branch, Regulatory Division, telephone number (309) 794-5379, E-mail neal.j.johnson@usace.army.mil
