September , 2002

INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  Permit Activities: General Growth Properties 

         Section 404 Permit Application – Mega Mall in West Des Moines, Iowa


         Congressional District:  IA-04

CURRENT STATUS:

· On 3 December 2001, General Growth Properties was issued a Section 404 permit for a large retail shopping mall in West Des Moines, Iowa.  
BACKGROUND:

· The project involves the construction of a large shopping mall on a 200-acre site in West Des Moines, Iowa, located in the western rapid growth area of the Des Moines metro area.   The project will impact approximately 4.7 acres of regulated wetlands adjacent to small tributaries of Jordan Creek.  The permittee will create a 7.1 acre mitigation site along Jordan Creek as mitigation.  The current land use is agricultural (intensively farmed), and the wetlands/aquatic resources involved are of relatively low quality, and thus the  impacts to the aquatic environment  are minor for this particular project.  

· Prior to receiving the permit application, we received several letters of opposition essentially seeking to utilize the 404 permit process to stop development of the mega mall.  The issues centered on zoning and local land use.  The City subsequently completed their independent zoning process and rezoned the area for the development.  

· Subsequent to issuance of the permit, attorneys representing two area malls and two local residents have sought review of the permit issuance by the USEPA Environmental Appeals Board and MVD.  By letter dated February 25, 2002, MVD informed the parties that the issued permit was not an appealable action under the Corps of Engineers Appeal Process.  On March 11, 2002 Environmental Appeals Board dismissed their Petition for a lack of jurisdiction.  No further correspondence has been received to date (August 2002).
POINT OF CONTACT: John Betker, Regulatory Project Manager, Permit Evaluation Section, Regulatory Branch, telephone number (309) 794-5380, e:mail john.g.betker@mvr.usace.army.mil
