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FACT SHEET/ISSUE PAPER

SPRING FLOOD 2002
STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None. Fact Sheet Only

LOCATION:  Mississippi River drainage basin within Rock Island District from Cassville, WI to Belleview, IL and the Illinois River drainage basin within Rock Island District from Joliet, IL to Beardstown, IL.
CURRENT STATUS:  July 2002.  Within Rock Island District the Mississippi River and the Illinois River are at seasonal levels.  

BACKGROUND:  On 11&12 May 2002, spring rains of 1 to 4 inches were recorded in central Illinois perpetuating significant flooding on the lower Illinois River drainage basin.   On 3&4 June 2002 spring rains of 6 to 10 inches were recorded in northeast Iowa and northwest Illinois perpetuating significant flooding on the upper Mississippi River drainage basin.

· Within the Rock Island District, the Illinois River was above flood stage from 12 April through 29 June and the Mississippi River was above flood stage from 24 April to 17 May 2002.

· Record flooding occurred on the Maquoketa River in Maquoketa, IA and on the Rock River in Joslin, IL.  

· The Rock Island District expended $295K dollars conducting flood fight emergency response activities averting significant potential damages.

· During emergency response activities, 138K sandbags were distributed, 77 rolls of polyethylene were distributed, and 53 flood pumps were loaned out.

· Within Rock Island District, the lower reaches of the Illinois River were closed to navigation from 15 May through 31 May 2002.

· The Rock Island District Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was activated from 13 May through 24 May 2002 and again from 3 June through 7 June 2002.  

· Within the Rock Island District 7 Iowa and 10 Illinois counties have received FEMA Federal Disaster Declarations for public assistance.

· At crest, the river travels between 5 and 6 MPH in the channel and 2 to 3 MPH along the shore.

MAJOR WORK ITEM:  The Rock Island District has received 12 request letters from sponsors for Public Law 84-99 levee rehabilitation assistance.  Damage Survey Reports and subsequent Project Information Reports are being prepared for MSC approval.  

AUTHORITY:  Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970.  Public Law 84-99

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  Illinois; 16, 17, 18, 20  Iowa; 1, 2, 3

ACTION OFFICER:  Rodney Delp, Program Manager, Emergency Management Branch, telephone (309) 794-5230, Email Rodney.L.Delp@usace.army.mil
_1088314386.bin

