March 2003

FACT SHEET
BIG CREEK SPILLWAY MODIFICATION PROJECT

POLK COUNTY, IOWA

LOCATION:  Big Creek Lake is a sub-impoundment to the Saylorville Lake Flood Control reservoir in Polk County, Iowa.  The spillway is in the eastern side of the lake approximately 2 miles north of the Mile Long Bridge.  Polk City, Iowa is located 2 miles southeast of the spillway.

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Preliminary Restoration Plan.  Awaiting approval of PRP.
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BACKGROUND: Gizzard shad is an undesirable fish species according to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources personnel.  This fish species lives in the Des Moines River, moves through Saylorville Lake, and up the spillway into Big Creek Lake.  Big Creek Lake formerly was a popular shore-fishing lake.  Since the introduction of gizzard shad, the sport fishery has declined.  Quality shore fishing experiences have decreased and fewer anglers are coming to Big Creek.  The State DNR hopes to curtail the movement of gizzard shad from Saylorville Lake to Big Creek Lake through an electronic barrier, structural deterrent, of any other feasible means.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’03):  Complete the Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP).  Gain approval of the PRP and receive funding for Planning Design Analysis (PDA).

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’04):  Continue PDA.
AUTHORITY: Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act, as amended (Modifications for Improvement of the Environment).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-03

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Dorie Bollman, Continuing Authorities Program Coordinator, Economic and Environmental Analysis Branch, telephone: 309 794 5590, E-mail: Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil. 
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