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FACT SHEET
CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM 

PROJECT:  Cedar River, Austin, Mower County, Minnesota, Flood Damage Reduction

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  MN-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.

LOCATION: The City of Austin MN, is located on the Cedar River in southeastern Minnesota approximately 40 miles southwest of Rochester MN, along I-90.  

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES: Following July 1978 floods the Corps undertook a flood damage reduction feasibility study.  That study concluded that insufficient economic justification existed for Federal participation in a project.  Since that time the City has relocated homes from the floodplain, and implemented a flood warning system and floodplain management policy.  

On July 10, 2000 the City experienced the flood of record, which damaged homes and businesses along the Cedar River and Dobbins Creek.  Flood levels in 2000 were approximately 2.4 feet higher than previously recorded.  Approximately 130 homes and 13 businesses are at risk of flood damages.

The City requested a study was needed to determine if flood levels on the Cedar River and its tributaries had increased since the previous study and to determine if there was Federal interest in performing a detailed study. The study found that there was not justification to warrant Federal participation in a study of flood protection alternatives. 

VIEWS OF SPONSOR:  The City of Austin provided a Letter of Assurance and request for assistance dated January 22, 2000.  The City understands the requirements of participation in a project. The City’s response to a finding of no Federal interest has yet to be received. 

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: The input of other shareholders will not be required, at this time.

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE: The Initial Assessment has been completed and was forwarded to the sponsor and the Mississippi Valley District in February 2003. The Initial Assessment determined that there was not an economic justification for a project and that there is no Federal interest in proceeding with a detailed feasibility study.      

POINT OF CONTACT:  Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address as follows:  dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.

