March 2003

FACT SHEET

CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM 

PROJECT: Kitty Creek and Maquoketa River, City of Monticello IA. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as Amended

LOCATION: The City of Monticello is located on the Maquoketa River, in Jones County, approximately 40 miles northwest of the City of Maquoketa. 

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  Historically, the City of Monticello has experienced severe flooding in the area of Kitty Creek and the Maquoketa River. Since 1969 there have been five (5) large flood events in the subject area, according to the City. The June 2002 flooding damaged businesses, residences and City infrastructure causing an estimated $4,000,000.00 in damages. 

An October 1974, Detailed Project Report by the Rock Island District recommended the construction of a levee to protect this portion of the City of Monticello. The total project cost was estimated at $593,000.00 in 1974 dollars. The City declined to participate in the project at that time; but recent storm events have prompted the City to request further study by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Alternatives Considered: During the course of this study all feasible alternatives will be considered. These may include levee or floodwall construction, and channel modifications or some combination thereof. 

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR: On July 16, 2002 the City of Monticello formally requested the Corps assistance in evaluating solutions to the flooding problems experienced along Kitty Creek and the Maquoketa River. The City understands the requirements for participation in a Section 205 Project and has indicated its willingness to participate in the study effort. 

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES:  Additional input from State and Federal agencies will be solicited once the study is underway. 

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE: Once funding is approved, an Initial Assessment will be started to determine if economically viable alternatives exist to justify a federal interest in protecting the business district, residential areas and the City’s wastewater treatment plant from Kitty Creek and Maquoketa River flooding.      

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs and Project management Division, telephone 309/794-5634; E-Mail address: dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.

