March 2003

FACT SHEET

PROJECT: Mississippi River, Savanna Illinois, Flood Damage Reduction
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-16

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.
LOCATION:  City of Savanna, Illinois.

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  A substantial portion of the central business district in the City of Savanna, Illinois is within the 100 year floodplain of the Mississippi River.  A mainline Burlington Northern-Santa Fe railroad track runs parallel to the river and passes through town.

The railroad spent approximately $1 million in constructing a temporary levee to protect the mainline and town from Spring 2001 Mississippi River flooding.  Even with the levee in place structures within the community were flooded via storm sewers and seepage.      

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED:  Alternatives to construct a levee and floodwall system along the Mississippi River were developed and evaluated during the planning process.   

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR:  The City of Savanna requested Corps assistance by letter dated May 11, 2001.  The City understands the requirements of participation in a project.  Railroad officials attended a meeting with the City and Rock Island District staff on May 10, 2001 and indicated a desire to work with the City in a long term solution.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL AGENCIES:  Views of Federal, State, and Regional agencies will be requested during preparation of a feasibility report.  

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  The initial assessment report has been completed.  The initial assessment determined there is no economic justification for a Federal flood reduction project.      

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address as follows:

Dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.

