March 2003

FACT SHEET
FREEBORN COUNTY, MN

AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

LOCATION: Freeborn County, MN
CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Preliminary Restoration Plan.
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Estimated Non-Federal Cost
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Total Estimated Cost

TBD

Allocated through FY '02

4,000

$              

 

Allocated for FY '03

6,000

$              

 

Budget for FY '04

200,000

$          

 

Balance to Complete after FY '04

TBD


BACKGROUND:  Freeborn County has requested assistance through the Section 206 program.  There are 6 watersheds: Shell Rock, Cedar, Blue Earth, Cannon, La Suer, and Winnabego Rivers within the county that are of concern.  However, at a January 2002 meeting between Corps and County officials, we decided to focus our initial 206 efforts on the Shell Rock River and Albert Lea Lake since that watershed would be in most need of restoration.  The following is a general list of goals that were identified for the initial PRP for the Shell Rock watershed:

· Reduce problems with overflow due to constrictions within watershed

· Reduce water fluctuations in Albert Lea and Fountain Lakes

· Increase water percolation and retention within the upper parts of watershed in order to slow release rates into the river.

· Reduce bank erosion of both lake and stream banks

· Reduce sediment loading 

· Restore seasonal-semi-permanent wetlands within watershed (NRCS)

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’03):  Complete Preliminary Restoration Plan.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’04):  Gain approval and funding for Feasibility Study. 

AUTHORITY: Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  MN-01

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Dorie Bollman, Continuing Authorities Program Coordinator, Economic and Environmental Analysis Section, telephone: 309 794 5590, E-mail: Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil.
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