March 2003

FACT SHEET
KOSHKONONG CREEK, DANE COUNTY

AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

LOCATION: Koshkonong Creek is located on the outskirts of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Feasibility Study.
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BACKGROUND: The project site is includes converted wetlands and channelized sections of Koshkonong Creek.  Wetland hydrology has been modified to the point that little diversity remains.  As a whole the watershed is highly agricultural but undergoing rapid urbanization.  The channelized section of Koshkonong Creek supports little aquatic life, though it is upstream of a classified warm water fishery.  Water quality is a concern within the creek and the watershed.  The proposed project would create nearly 220 acres of diverse wetland types.  Results would increase biological diversity, improve conditions for aquatic life in this section of stream, and improve the fishery downstream.  Restored wetlands will provide habitat for shorebirds, migratory waterfowl, and local wildlife.  Restoration of wetland vegetation would bind nutrients and trap sediments from Koshkonong Creek.  Locally, the improved habitat and water quality will benefit aquatic and terrestrial insects, mollusks, and amphibians.  Aquatic benefits from the project would not only be seen onsite but also downstream in the creek and watershed due to improved water quality. The project is expected to have high public visibility and will have additional benefits of passive recreation opportunities as well as interpretive values.  The proposed project is considering different alternatives to restore the channelized portion of Koshkonong Creek and to enhance wetlands onsite.  Wetland enhancement measures include creation of open water pools, shallow marshes, islands, dikes, a water control structure, and planting.  Different configurations of creek channel will also be considered.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ‘03):  Conduct public review of the feasibility study.  Complete feasibility study.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ‘04):  Complete Plans and Specifications.

AUTHORITY:  Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: WI-02

AUTHORITY:  Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)

POINT OF CONTACT: Ms. Camie Knollenberg, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone: 309 794 5487, E-mail: Camie.A.Knollenberg@usace.army.mil.
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