March 2003

FACT SHEET
LAKE BELLE VIEW

AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

LOCATION: Lake Belle View is located in on the Sugar River in the Village of Belleville, Dane County, Wisconsin approximately 20 miles southwest of Madison, Wisconsin.

CURRENT STATUS:  Approved and funded for Feasibility Study.
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BACKGROUND: The Sugar River watershed is highly agricultural but experiencing urbanization. The river and lake have been effected by nutrient load and erosion caused by agriculture and development.  Lake Belle View has the typical problems associated with aging artificial impoundments including sedimentation, turbidity, nutrient load and lack of diversity.  The Sugar River supports both warm and cold-water fisheries, with several miles of cold-water fisheries upstream of the lake.  Opportunities for restoration exist in the dredging of sediment from the lake, separating the lake and river channel and enhancing wetlands adjacent to the lake and Sugar River.  The proposed project would restore over 40 acres of warm water fishery within the lake, enhance existing wetlands and create approximately 15 acres of wetlands.  Through separation of the lake and river channel, fish passage would be unimpeded in this section of the Sugar River.  Modifications would also improve the water quality and habitat on at least 10 miles of the river.  The proposed project modifications include the following features: dredging sediment from the lake, separating the lake and river channel by routing the river through the existing dam or mill race, and enhancing wetlands adjacent to the lake.  

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ‘03):  Conduct public review of the feasibility study.  Complete feasibility study.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ‘04):  Initiate of Plans and Specifications.

AUTHORITY: Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act, (Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  WI-02

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Camie Knollenberg, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, telephone: 309 794 5487, E-mail: Camie.A.Knollenberg@usace.army.mil. 
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