March 2003

FACT SHEET

RED ROCK DAM, LAKE RED ROCK, IOWA

SE DES MOINES REMEDIAL WORKS LEVEE EROSION

CURRENT STATUS:  The remedial works levee is experiencing active and significant erosion.  Stages I and IIA are complete, and Stage IIB was partially completed in 2002.  Stage IIC, the last stage, is scheduled for award and completion in 2003.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:  
Federal ($)

Allocation for FY 2002
1, 800,000


Allocation for FY 2003
   500,000

BACKGROUND:  The SE Des Moines Remedial Works Levee was built as part of the Lake Red Rock Flood Protection Project.  The levee system protects an industrial area of SE Des Moines from backwaters of Lake Red Rock.  Included within the industrial area is a large wastewater treatment plant for the Des Moines metropolitan area, a couple of chemical plants and a grain elevator, a petroleum storage and distribution center, and large power generating plant, and other industrial buildings.  The levee is experiencing active and significant erosion from both the Des Moines River and Four Mile Creek.  Areas in need of repair and riprap protection include:  2,050 feet of levee along the Des Moines River adjacent to the Des Moines Metropolitan Wastewater Reclamation Facility (Stages I and IIA) and approximately 1,000 feet of levee along the Des Moines River immediately upstream of the power plant floodwall (Stage IIB) along with approximately 400 feet of levee along Four Mile Creek (Stage IIC).  Failure to allocate funding for revetment repairs will result in further erosion and run the risk of the levee breaching at an elevation it was designed and built to withstand.  The risk of erosion cutting all the way through the levee is dependent on the intensity of storm events and resulting runoff.  The Corps of Engineers would become subject to litigation resulting from damages incurred from a levee failure.
The estimated cost of the remaining work:




Design Cost 

Construction Cost
     Stage IIC

   $70,000

       $650,000

The Stage I and IIA construction contracts, which included repairs to approximately 2.050 feet of levee along the Des Moines River adjacent to the treatment plant, were completed from 1999 through 2002.  The Stage IIB contract, which included approximately 700 feet of levee along the Des Moines River upstream of the power generating plant, was partially completed in 2002.  Stage IIC will finish the work along the Des Moines River and Four Mile Creek.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (CURRENT FY):  Complete construction contract for Stage IIC. 

MAJOR WORK ITEM (NEXT FY):  None  

AUTHORIZATION:  Flood Control Act of 1938
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT(S):  IA-03

Action Officer:  Mr. Tom Heinold, Project Engineer, Engineering Division, telephone 309/794-5421.

