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RESOURCE PROBLEM:
PROJECT FEATURES: 
· Create an entire forest complex of existing, planted, and naturally upland forest regenerated sites to create a contiguous bottomland forest block of approximately 1800 acres;

· Enhance wetlands by providing water supply and control capabilities, installing wells or surface water pumps and water control structures for flooding existing wetlands; and,

· Restore about 80 acres of native grassland.

The Fox Island project area is located along the right descending bank of the Upper Mississippi River immediately downstream of Alexandria in the southeast corner of Clark County, Missouri.  The project lies generally between the Mississippi River on the east and the Fox River on the west. It extends from Upper Mississippi River Mile 358.5 to 353.6.  The Fox Island Division lands are owned in fee title by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The Division is comprised of 2100 acres of land and water within the Mississippi River floodplain.  Currently, about 1200 acres are floodplain forest, 300 acres are of wetlands, backwaters and sloughs, and the remaining 600 acres are farmed.

The extent and quality of forests, wetlands, and grasslands along the Mississippi River has been steadily declining over the years.  This is particularly true for Pool 20, which has a lower percentage of public-protected and managed land than any other reaches of the Mississippi River.

PROJECT OUTPUTS:

The project will allow full development and management of the Fox Island Division. The Mosaic of a large tract of bottomland forest, enhanced wetlands and restored grasslands would provide significant habitat benefits to a wide variety of important wildlife species.
FINANCIAL DATA: 

Definite Project Report costs are estimated at $400,000. Design costs are estimated at $300,000.  Construction costs will be developed in the draft Definite Project Report (DPR) for different alternatives.
STATUS:

Initial coordination and analysis is underway to produce a Feasibility Report by 2004.
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