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RESOURCE PROBLEM:
PROJECT FEATURES: 
· Deepen backwater lakes and sloughs Targeted areas:  Tippy Lake, Kehough Slough, Fishtrap Lake, Noname Lake, Stone Lake, and Sunfish Lake; and,

· Restore access to existing off channel deep water areas by removing sediment.

Presently, overwintering habitat for fish and backwater habitat for both waterfowl and fish are very limited in Pool 12. Sedimentation of backwater lakes and sloughs has reduced the value of historic overwintering areas. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources has documented that the overwintering habitat in Pool 12 has become a limiting factor for survival of largemouth bass.
PROJECT OUTPUTS:

Deepening the identified lakes and sloughs would provide critically important overwintering habitat for fish.

Secondary goals would include habitat improvements in the backwater areas constructed from dredged material.

FINANCIAL DATA: 

General design costs are estimated at $400,000. Construction costs will be developed in the draft Definite Project Report (DPR) for different alternatives. The project is located within the USFWS Savanna Wildlife Refuge and is 100% federally funded.  The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is the non-Federal project sponsor.
STATUS:

General design of the project is underway.  The project team, including the USFWA, Iowa DNR, Illinois DNR, and the Corps of Engineers have met several times to discuss and layout potential project features.  Initial cost estimates are a function of the amount of over wintering channels in the recommended plan and the methods used to excavate the channel as well as the use of placement of the dredge material.  If all of the channels are excavated to a depth of 8 feet and are 60 feet wide at the bottom, a total of 700,000 CY of dredging (and other features) could be realized at a construction cost of up to $7 million dollars.  It is likely the project could be tailored during the habitat evaluation process.  Habit evaluation and analysis of alternatives is underway with a meeting scheduled in February.
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