
March 2003

FACT SHEET
ILLINOIS RIVER AT BEARDSTOWN, ILLINOIS

Current Status:  The reconnaissance  study will examine modifications and recommendations for flood damage reduction, navigation, recreation and related water resource needs.  The city wants the Corps to investigate alternatives for improved access to the existing harbor. A study would investigate wing dams, training structures, and other measures to reduce sedimentation of the harbor access.   The city also wants the Corps to investigate replacing the existing floodwall with a form of protection that would not limit its river access, but would maintain the current level of protection.  

Summarized Financial Data:

   
General Investigations

Estimated Federal Cost
$910,000

Estimated Non-Federal Cost
810,000


Total Estimated Cost
$1,720,000




 

Budget Request for FY 2003
0

Allocation for FY 2003
$68,0001




Budget Request for FY 2004
0

Balance to Complete After FY 2004
$842,000

1 FY 03 Congressional add of $100,000 minus savings and slippage of $32,000.

Background: The River and Harbor Act of 1962 authorized the construction and maintenance of Muscooten Bay Harbor in Beardstown at the mouth of the Sangamon River for shallow draft recreational vessels.  The harbor access proved difficult to maintain due to heavy sediment deposits. In 1984, under the authority of Section 107 of the 1960 River and Harbor Act, the Rock Island District created an access channel from the Illinois River to the harbor, including a diversion dike to reduce sedimentation.  Maintenance of the access channel was a Federal responsibility as established in the 1983 Local Cooperation Agreement with the Beardstown Community Park District until the harbor was sold to private interests in the late 1980s. Due to severe sedimentation, access to the harbor is currently blocked during normal water levels. The city plans to buy the harbor and restore it to public use. It is not clear if the Corps would be responsible for resumption of maintenance dredging of the access channel if the city purchases the harbor.  Conditions for resumption of maintenance dredging were described in a letter to the city dated July 27, 2001.

The Flood Control Act of 1950 authorized construction of flood control improvements at Beardstown.  The Sid Simpson Flood Control project was completed in 1967.  The project included a concrete floodwall along the riverfront, which blocks the community’s view of the river. 

MAJOR WORK ITEMS (FY2003):  Initiate reconnaissance study.

AUTHORITY:  Resolution of the Committee pm Transportation and Infrastructure, U.S. House of Representatives, adopted 21 June 2002.

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: Congressman LaHood (IL-18)

POINT OF CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Dennis Hamilton, CEMVR-PM-M, 309-794-5634.

