25 April 2003

FACT SHEET

DES MOINES AND RACCOON RIVERS, IOWA

GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS

CURRENT STATUS:  A feasibility cost sharing agreement was executed with the City of Des Moines in September 1999 and the feasibility study is now underway.  The feasibility study includes hydrologic and hydraulic analysis of five streams within the Des Moines city limits and development and evaluation of economically justified alternatives for eleven areas along those streams that have been subject to flooding, including:

· Birdland Park Levee

· Central Place Levee

· Downtown Levee System

· Des Moines Water Works Levee

· Walnut Creek at Grand Avenue

· Four Mile Creek

· Leetown Creek

Assuming that no further funds will be available to continue work in FY 2003, completion of the feasibility study will be postponed to April 2005.  Investigations for the Downtown Levee System are being coordinated with the proposed Des Moines Riverwalk.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Feasibility

Estimated Federal Cost


$  1,730,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost

$  1,630,000


Total Estimated Cost

$  3,360,000


Allocation through FY 2002


$  1,123,000


Budget Request for FY 2003


$       51,000


Allocation for FY 2003


$     153,000 *


Budget Request for FY 2004


$     565,000


Balance to Complete after FY 2004


$                0

 *  This figure reflects Congressional Add of $225,000, less savings & slippage.

BACKGROUND:  The city of Des Moines, located in Polk County, Iowa, has several streams that traverse the city, including the Des Moines River, Raccoon River, Walnut Creek, Four Mile Creek, and Leetown Creek.  The areas adjacent to these streams frequently sustain substantial flood damages.  During the Great Flood of 1993, Polk County suffered in excess of $150,000,000 in flood damages, mostly in the Des Moines metropolitan area.  In addition, Des Moines was without water service for more than a week causing the closure of most of the businesses and industry in the city.  More than 3,000 properties were inundated.  The city of Des Moines is seeking ways to reduce the potential damage from future floods. 

DES MOINES AND RACCOON RIVERS, IOWA (Continued)

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2003):  Continue development and evaluation of alternatives at specific Reaches.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY 2004):  Complete evaluation of alternatives, select a recommended Plan, and prepare the Draft Feasibility Report with Environmental Assessment.

AUTHORIZATION:  The Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers Feasibility Study is being carried out under the Corps of Engineers’ General Investigations (GI) Program.  The study was initiated pursuant to the provision of funds in the Energy & Water Development Appropriations Act of 1998 and was authorized by Section 216 of the 1970 Flood Control Act.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT(S):  IA-3

Action Officer:  Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.
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