March 2003

FACT SHEET

KEITH CREEK, ROCKFORD, IL

LOCATION:  Keith Creek is located in Winnebago County, Illinois, and has a drainage area of approximately 14.6 square miles.  The lower portion of Keith Creek is located within the City of Rockford and includes Alpine Dam, an earthfill flood control dam constructed by the Works Project Administration (WPA) in 1942.  Keith Creek is a tributary of the Rock River.

Current Status: The Reconnaissance study will determine if any modifications or recommendations are advisable to address flood damage reduction measures for Keith Creek.  If further study is justified, a scope of work, cost estimate, and cost-sharing agreement for a detailed feasibility study of Keith Creek including Alpine Dam, will be developed.  A subsequent feasibility study would evaluate flood damage reduction and other water resource alternatives.  The study has strong local support and the City of Rockford has indicated a willingness to cost-share a subsequent project.

Summarized Financial Data:      General Investigations

Estimated Federal Cost
$625,000

Estimated Non-Federal Cost
525,000


Total Estimated Cost
$1,150,000




 

Budget Request for FY 2003
0

Allocation for FY 2003
$68,0001




Budget Request for FY 2004
0

Balance to Complete After FY 2004
$557,000

1FY 03 Congressional add of $100,000 minus savings and slippage of $32,000.

BACKGROUND:  Keith Creek has been significantly impacted by urbanization since construction of Alpine Dam in 1942.  Alpine Dam is 48 feet tall with a crest length of 600 feet, and has a concrete spillway 100 feet wide.  The dam only impounds water during flood conditions. The city is concerned that the dam may not provide adequate flood protection for downstream residents.  Alpine Dam is classified as a high hazard dam.  It is in poor condition due to its age and does not meet current Federal design standards.   At the request of the city, the Rock Island District prepared an assessment report for Alpine Dam in 1999.  The report indicated that major repairs to the spillway are needed to ensure safe operation of the dam.  In addition, the dam does not have adequate capacity to safely pass the probable maximum flood.  Minor downstream flooding has occurred several times since the dam was constructed.

MAJOR WORK ITEMS (FY2003):  Initiate reconnaissance study.

AUTHORITY:  Resolution of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, U.S. House of Representatives, adopted 21 June 2002.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-16

POINT OF CONTACT: 
Dennis W. Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone (309) 794-5634. E-mail address: dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
