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GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER – ILLINOIS WATERWAY SYSTEM NAVIGATION STUDY
CURRENT STATUS:  Fiscal Year 2003 activities are focused on completion of the initial evaluation of potential ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements. The economic analysis will be completed using an existing economic model.  A sensitivity analysis will be performed utilizing the original study spatial model.  This will provide an understanding of the impacts of incorporating spatial concepts into the analysis.  The results of these two analyses will be used to develop an integrated plan in the fall of 2003 that will potentially include incorporation of ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements.  Fiscal Year 2004 activities will focus on gaining Federal and State agency, stakeholder and general public review on the tentative plans developed in 2003.  This information will be used in the development of the final Corps recommendation that will be contained in the Feasibility Report. Any recommendation for ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements will include an adaptive management component that will allow investment decisions to be reevaluated in the future using new models that may be developed and become available.  

The region has well developed stakeholder groups representing a wide range of economic and environmental interests that are working collaboratively with the Corps to find a balanced solution to the regions’ economic, social, and environmental challenges.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Estimated Feasibility Cost (Federal)

$72,654,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost


    0


Total Estimated Feasibility Cost

$72,654,000


Allocation through FY 2002
$63,628,000


Allocation for FY 2003

$  5,810,000a

Budget Request for FY 2004

$  3,216,000


Balance to Complete after FY 2004

$                0

a Reflects $960,000 restoration of savings and slippage and $2,810,000 reprogrammed into the study .

BACKGROUND:  The Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study was initiated to address the need for navigation improvements on the Upper Mississippi River and the Illinois Waterway.  In August 2001, a restructured feasibility study was resumed to refocus on environmental sustainability along with the needs of commercial navigation of this river system.  The study changes are being made in consideration of the recommendations of the National Research Council and based on input from a Federal agency task force.  An interim report, completed in July 2002, contains the needs and opportunities for navigation improvements and related ecosystem restoration.  The interim report was sent to Office of Management and Budget on 25 October 2002.  The restructuring also called for a higher degree of collaboration with stakeholders and interagency participation.

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2003:  Completion of data collection activities related to environmental impact studies and economic model refinement.  Development of preliminary alternative plans to address ecosystem integrity and navigation efficiency concerns.  These preliminary alternatives will be presented for comment during Public Meetings scheduled for October. 
MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2004:  Identification of a recommended plan and release of DRAFT Feasibility Study Report (April) for public review and comment.  Public hearings on the final recommended plan currently scheduled for May.  Completion of Independent Technical Review and National Research Council Review.  Division Commanders Notice expected in September and Chiefs Report in November.

AUTHORIZATION:  This study is being performed under the authority of Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-611).

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT (S):  Multiple; Mississippi River Caucus

ACTION OFFICER:  Mr. Denny Lundberg, Regional Project Manager, USACE – Rock Island District,  telephone 309/794-5632.
