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FACT SHEET

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

AUTHORIZATION:   Section 459 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1999

BACKGROUND:  The Great Flood of 1993 resulted in catastrophic damages throughout much of the Upper Mississippi River basin.   Forty seven deaths were attributed to the flood and flood damages exceeded $15 billion.   About half of the flood damages were related to agricultural losses.  Approximately 74,000 people were evacuated and flooding damaged 72,000 homes.  In-place flood damage reduction facilities (e.g. levees, etc.) built by the Corps of Engineers (Corps) prevented an estimated $19 billion in potential additional damages.  While the Great Flood of 1993 could not be prevented, an integrated system of flood damage reduction and floodplain management measures could have further reduced the amount of damages incurred.

The 1993 flood along with several significant subsequent flood events prompted citizens to push for a comprehensive plan to integrate existing and needed projects into a coordinated system for flood damage reduction and floodplain management.  Similarly, floodplain economic and environmental values can be maximized by systemically identifying opportunities for floodplain-compatible economic development and ecosystem restoration, preservation, and enhancement.  

STUDY DESCRIPTION:  The Comprehensive Plan for the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers will develop a systemic, integrated strategy and implementation plan for structural and non-structural flood management and flood damage reduction and related environmental and recreation measures.  The plan is being developed by the three Corps Districts (St. Paul, Rock Island, and St. Louis) in close collaboration with other Federal and state agencies.  Coordination mechanisms have been established to coordinate plan development with stakeholders and other interests.  

The work includes: documentation of the existing conditions, formulation and evaluation of alternatives for flood damage reduction, and public involvement efforts.  Existing data and information will be used.  

EXPECTED OUTCOMES:  The Comprehensive Plan will develop a systemic, multipurpose flood damage reduction project that is consistent with environmental sustainability goals.  Both structural and non-structural measures will be considered in developing the plan.  The Plan will be provided to Congress and will consist of a systemic flood damage reduction project and will address other floodplain management needs.  Any necessary follow-on implementation studies pre-construction engineering and design (PED), and construction will require appropriate cost sharing. 

STATUS:  The study has a three-year timeframe.  The initial appropriation was provided in FY 2002.  There is strong Congressional and stakeholder interest.  FY03 funding is being used to evaluate existing conditions, formulate alternatives, and initiate evaluation of alternatives, as well as continue coordination with the public, state and federal agencies and non-governmental organizations.

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Estimated Federal Cost  
$
5,130,000


Estimated Non-Federal Cost                                                 0


Total Estimated Plan Cost
$
5,130,000


Allocated through FY 2002
$    692,000


Allocation for FY 2003
$ 1,739,000 1/

Budget Request for FY 2004
$    494,000


1/  $1,814,000 less savings & slippage 

POINT OF CONTACT:  Richard Astrack, Project Manager, USACE, St. Louis District, telephone 314/331-8491, and Teresa Kincaid, USACE, Rock Island, telephone 309/794-5227.  E:mail addresses:  richard.f.astrack@usace.army.mil, teresa.a.Kincaid@usace.army.mil
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