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BALLARD’S ISLAND

PROJECT MODIFICATION

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  None.

LOCATION:  Illinois Waterway R.M. 247.5-248.0, LaSalle County, near Marseilles, Illinois.

CURRENT STATUS:  Terminated.
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BACKGROUND:  Sedimentation of the side channel at Ballard’s (Clark) Island is reducing water depths in the backwater channel, threatening recreational boating access and degrading some habitat. Dredging and partial removal of a closure structure was implemented to restore flow, depth, and to a lesser degree, improve recreational boat access in the side channel of this section of the Illinois Waterway.  Project implementation was considered under the Section 1135 authority.  However, the project lacks a cost-effective, habitat justified solution.  The Illinois Department of Natural Resources completed a portion of the proposed dredging in 2000 before state funds were exhausted.  The DNR accomplished approximately 2, 200 feet of  channel dredging plus a section adjacent to the Marseilles Boat Club.  The Corps completed hydraulic modeling which determined that there would be no effect to navigation if a portion of the downstream closing structure were removed.  The modeling included development of  both numeric and micro models.  The study included removal of as much as 100 feet of the existing closure structure.  It was demonstrated that an opening of up to 30 feet wide and 10 feet below flat pool will not cause sufficient changes in flow to impact navigation.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’04):  None.

MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’05):  None.
AUTHORITY:  Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act, as amended (Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment) was considered for project implementation.  However, the proposal was found to be ineligible under this authority.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IL-11

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ms. Dorie Bollman, Continuing Authorities Program Coordinator, Economic and Environmental Analysis Branch, telephone: 309 794 5590, E-mail: Dorene.A.Bollman@usace.army.mil.
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