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STUDY NAME:  City of Maquoketa, Flood Warning System 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: Iowa 1

LOCATION:  The study area is located along the main stem of the Maquoketa River in Maquoketa, Jackson County, IA. 

AUTHORITY: Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act as Amended. 
Problems and Opportunities: The City of Maquoketa Iowa along with its neighboring cities in the Maquoketa River basin has experienced flooding events throughout its history. Floods in the Maquoketa River watershed are typically flashy in nature although slow rise floods of longer durations also occur. The region upstream of the city is sparsely populated and the amount of advance warning of a flooding event is limited. 
In their letter of July 8th the city has requested that the Rock Island District evaluate a Flood Warning System for the community and prepare a model that will correlate river stage to inundated area. This system if integrated with warning systems being considered for other communities in the basin will provide Maquoketa with the data necessary to make timely decisions concerning its flood response activities. By increasing the warning period and providing a system with 24/7 capability city’s response time will be increased and there is the potential to reduce the impact upon residential, commercial and industrial properties in City the of Maquoketa. 

Alternatives Considered:   The initial assessment is underway and will consider various flood warning system configurations. 

VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR: By their letter of July 8, 2003 the City of Maquoketa requested the Corps assistance in evaluating a Flood Warning System. They city is aware of the cost sharing requirements of the Section 205 program. The city endorses this study.

VIEWS OF FEDERAL STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: The views of other agencies will be solicited in the cost shared feasibility study if one id determined to be justified. 

IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE: The Section 205 Initial assessment is underway and is scheduled for completion in November 2004. The purpose of this study is to determine is a cost shared feasibility study is justifies. 

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs and Project Management Division, telephone: 309-794-5634, E-Mail address: dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.

