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FACT SHEET

CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM

PROJECT:  Indian and Dry Run Creeks, and the Cedar River 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: ia - 02
LOCATION: There are two areas of interest. The first is the “Time Check” Levee in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

The second area  of concern is the Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek Watersheds which included portions of Linn County, and the Cities of Cedar Rapids, Marion, Hiawatha and Robins, Iowa. 

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended

PROBLEM AND OPPORTUNITIES:  The problems and opportunities associated with each of the two areas of interest are:  

Indian Creek and Dry Run Watersheds.  The combined watersheds of Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek have a total drainage area of 77.6 square miles.  On June 4, 2001, these watersheds experienced a significant rainfall event.  The 24-hour rainfall totals ranged from 4.5 inches to 6.5 inches.  Antecedent rainfall brought area streams to near capacity and saturated the soils, thereby magnifying the runoff event and causing an amplified flash flood regime.  The June flood caused extensive damage to both public and private property. 
Cedar River Levee.  An existing, “Time Check” levee of unknown construction standards exists along the right descending bank of the Cedar River.  Available information on the levee indicates that it is of inadequate embankment section to withstand major flooding.  Additionally, in spite of the City’s maintenance efforts, the toe of this levee continues to experience erosion, and the City is therefore concerned that levee instability will threaten the developed area protected by the levee.  This structure is a non-Federal levee and is not participating in the Public Law 84-99 program.

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED: For the Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek watershed the Initial Assessment will focus on structural and non-structural flood reduction methods for the developed and developing areas of the watersheds..  For the Time Check Levee the study will assess the integrity of the existing levee and alternative flood protection structures. 

Views of the Sponsor:  In it’s letter of April 25, 2003 the City acting as the lead local sponsor  requested the Corps assistance in evaluating flood reduction measures. The city and the other local sponsor support the study effort and are aware of the cost sharing requirements of the Section 205 program. 

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: Senators Harkin and Grassley  have expressed support for this project. The views of other agencies will be solicited during the conduct of the cost shared feasibility study if one is determined to be justified.

Implementation Schedule: The Initial Assessment is underway and is scheduled for completion in July 2004. This document will determine if a cost shared feasibility study is justified. 
POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs and Project management Division, telephone 309-794-5634; E-Mail address: dennis w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
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