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PROJECT:  Cedar River, Waverly, Iowa, Flood Damage Reduction

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  IA-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended.

LOCATION:  The City of Waverly, IA, population 9,000 (approximately) is located on the Cedar River. 

STATUS:  The feasibility study was terminated in September 2003 following preparation of an initial assessment that found insufficient economic justification to proceed with further study. Total cost of the study was $30,712.23.
Problems and Opportunities: In 1993 and again in 1999, a significant area in the center of the community was flooded by the Cedar River.  These flooding occurrences have resulted in over $3 million of property damage to approximately 425 residential and commercial properties, and losses of an estimated $3 million in business and labor.  The City of Waverly, IA hired Stanley Consultants, in 2000, to perform a study on flood mitigation alternatives.  The study identified viable alternatives included modifications to the City’s existing low-head dam; however, additional study was warranted to determine if Federal participation in the provision of additional flood protection is justified. 

ALTENATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED: The primary alternative considered in the initial assessment included modifying the existing dam on the Cedar River to install an inflatable crest that could be lowered to accommodate flood flows with reduced flooding while maintaining a pool during normal flows.
BACKGROUND: A Detailed Project Report was prepared by the USACE in 1985. The DPR recommended, based on a Benefit Cost Ratio of 2.6 to 1, that a diversion channel be constructed to reduce flooding from Dry Creek.  The city declined to participate at that time.
VIEWS OF THE SPONSOR: The City of Waverly requested Corps assistance by letter dated May 17, 2002.  

VIEWS OF FEDERAL, STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES: The project is strongly supported by Senator Harkin.
POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634.  E-mail address: dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
