March 2004

FACT SHEET
FLOOD PLAIN MANAGEMENT SERVICES

SPECIAL STUDY

PROJECT: Little Maquoketa River, Dubuque County, Iowa

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: IA-01

AUTHORITY:  Section 206 of the 1960 Flood Protection Act, as amended.

LOCATION: The study area is limited to approximately three (3) miles of the Little Maquoketa River from just up stream of Highway 52 to its confluence with the Mississippi River. The study area is located in Couler Valley, Dubuque County, Iowa.

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES: This river reach was studied in 1980 and again in 1995. The proposed study is currently awaiting funding approval. Once the funds are in place a study of the hydraulics and hydrology of the Couler Valley portion of the Little Maquoketa River Basin will be initiated. The Study’s purpose is to determine if sediment deposits or other changes have impacted stream flow and increased flood peaks. 

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA: The cost of the Special Flood Plain Management Study will not be cost shared. The total Federal cost is estimated at $40,000.00. FY 05 Report language in the amount of $50,000 will be required to complete design and pre-construction services if determined to be justified. 

ALTERNATIVE PLANS CONSIDERED: Depending on the cause(s) identified for flooding in the study are various alternatives will be considered. These may include stream channel modifications or improvements to existing hydraulic structures. 

Views of the local sponsor: Dubuque County formally requested USACE’s assistance in the preparation of a hydrologic hydraulic study of the Couler Valley area by letter dated November 4, 2002. 

Views of Federal, State and regional Agencies: The flooding problems along this reach of the Little Maquoketa River have also been discussed with Senator Grassley and Congressman Nussle, in addition to representatives of the City of Dubuque and interested members of the general public. The participation of all interested parties will be encouraged and continued throughout the study process. 

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE: Planning report is underway and is scheduled to be completed in October 2004. Ifa project is found to be justified a cost sharing agreement and real estate acquisition will be required prior to construction.  

POINT OF CONTACT: Dennis Hamilton, Project Management Branch, Planning, Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634; E-mail address:

dennis.w.hamilton@usace.army.mil.
