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Des Moines Recreational River & Greenbelt, Iowa (Recreation)

CONSTRUCTION GENERAL

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: Without continued funding in FY05, efforts will cease on the recreational projects at Des Moines, Fort Dodge, and Marion County/Red Rock Lake.  Recreation projects are currently a low Federal priority.

STATUS:  Congress has appropriated funds in FY03 and FY04 to resume development of Greenbelt projects.  In September 2002, the Greenbelt Advisory Committee identified three priority projects which were recommended for development:  the Cordova Park project in Marion County, the Riverwalk in Des Moines, and Riverfront Development in Fort Dodge. The Annual Program Management Report, approved in October 2003, adds these projects to the Greenbelt Master List of Projects.  

Project Management Plans and Design Agreements are being developed in coordination with the local sponsors for the Des Moines Riverwalk and Fort Dodge Riverfront Development projects.  Engineering Documentation Reports (EDRs) will then be prepared to determine if the projects are feasible and justified, prior to preparation of final plans and specifications.  Development of an EDR for Cordova Park project, which is located entirely on Federal lands at Lake Red Rock is underway.  The EDRs for all three projects are scheduled to be completed by the end of FY 2005, if funds are available.

Preparation of plans & specifications for Red Rock Trail Segment 4B is underway.  This is part of the Cordova Park development and will link Cordova Park to other facilities at Lake Red Rock.  This 5-mile long trail has been approved, and construction is scheduled to start in June 2004.

Modifications to the Simon Estes Amphitheater in downtown Des Moines are required to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Design work is underway.   Construction of the modifications will require approximately $227,000 additional Federal funds.
SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:

Construction

Estimated Federal Cost
$
39,740,000  

Estimated Non-Federal Cost
18,154,000

Total Estimated Project Cost                               $ 57,894,000


Allocations through FY  2003
$
14,086,000


Allocation for FY 2004
$   2,486,000

Budget Request for FY 2005
$                 0


Balance to Complete after FY 2005
$
23,168,000
MAJOR WORK ITEMS FY 2004:   FY04 funds will be used to:

· Conduct coordination activities with the Greenbelt Advisory Committee

· Prepare the 2004 Annual Program Management Report
· Prepare design agreements and initiate EDRs for the Des Moines and Fort Dodge projects
· Prepare plans & specifications for ADA modifications to the Simon Estes Amphitheater

· Initiate an EDR for the Cordova Park project
· Prepare plans & specifications and award a construction contract for Red Rock Trail Segment 4B.

MAJOR WORK ITEM FY 2005: Not within the President’s Budget.  If funds are added, they would be used to continue work initiated in 2004 and to initiate construction of the Simon Estes Amphitheater ADA modifications.
AUTHORIZATION:  Public Law 99-88, Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1985, Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference accompanying the Conference Report for H.R. 2577; Section 203 of the Flood Control Act of 1958 as modified by Section 111 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 1976; Section 102 of Public Law 99-500; Section 604 of WRDA 1986; and Section 122 of Public Law 108-7.  

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS(S):  IA-3 and IA-4

BACKGROUND:  

Fort Dodge Riverfront Development and Trails – Fort Dodge has completed a Riverfront Master Plan to transform a dilapidated industrial area into a low-intensity recreational development.  The Master Plan calls for the restoration of the natural environment through stream bank stabilization, fishery enhancement, remediation of potential contaminants, fishing and boating facilities, pedestrian bridges, a campground, passive recreation areas, and trails, including a trail connecting the Fort Dodge riverfront to Brushy Creek State Recreation Area.  The preliminary cost estimate for the initial phase of the project is $13.2 million, excluding the trail to Brushy Creek State Recreation Area which would be part of a subsequent phase.  Planning, design, and construction necessary to develop appropriate recreational facilities would be conducted at a 50% Federal cost share, with a 65% Federal cost share for environmental restoration facilities.

Des Moines Riverwalk – The City of Des Moines and The Principal Financial Group have developed a Master Plan for a riverfront improvement project in downtown Des Moines that includes a 1.2 mile multipurpose trail loop with more than 2 miles of connecting trails, bridges, parks, promenades, and related facilities.  These facilities are intended to increase interaction with the river and create opportunities to connect adjacent development and neighborhoods. Preliminary cost estimates for the first phase of development is approximately $26.4 million. The Principal Financial Group has announced a contribution of up to $10 million to help fund this development. Planning, design, and construction necessary to develop appropriate recreational facilities would be conducted at a 50% Federal cost share.

Marion County Cordova Center on the Rock - The Marion County Conservation Board and Iowa Department of Natural Resources seek development of a cooperative environmental learning center and associated facilities at Lake Red Rock.  Potential components of the project include: an environmental learning center, performing arts amphitheater, trails, outdoor interpretive facilities, cabins, picnic facilities, and entrance road relocation.  All of these facilities are to be located on Federal lands.  The five-mile long Volksweg Trail Expansion (Red Rock Trail Segment 4B), will connect the Cordova Center area with other Lake Red Rock facilities.  The preliminary cost estimate for the Cordova Center development is $38 million, including the Red Rock Trail Segment 4B. A substantial portion of this amount is allocated to the environmental learning center, which under current Corps of Engineers’ regulations is not eligible for cost sharing. Planning, design, and construction necessary to develop appropriate recreational facilities would be conducted at 100% Federal expense.

Simon Estes Amphitheater Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Improvements - The city of Des Moines and the Department of Justice have reached an agreement to perform the necessary ADA modifications to the Simon Estes Amphitheater.  A platform lift, designated wheelchair seating, ramp to the stage, and assistive listening devices will be added to meet Department of Justice requirements.  Design work is underway and plans and specifications are scheduled to be completed in September 2004.  The preliminary cost estimate for the improvements is $385,000 which will be cost-shared with the city.  

Action Officer: Dennis Hamilton, Project Manager, Project Management Branch, Planning Programs, and Project Management Division, telephone 309/794-5634 or email: Dennis.W.Hamilton @ usace.army.mil.

