March 2004
FACT SHEET
KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN

STUDY NAME AND STATE: Kankakee River Basin, IL & IN

LOCATION:  The Kankakee River basin extends for 200 miles and drains more than 5,200 square miles in Illinois and Indiana.  

PROJECT SPONSORS: Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Kankakee River Basin Commission (Indiana – co-signatory with Indiana DNR), and Illinois Department of Natural Resources

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Recurrent flooding of the area has caused damages to agriculture and infrastructure.  The USACE study addresses the issues of flood damage reduction, sedimentation and ecosystem restoration along the river basin.  

CURRENT STATUS: 

	Total Study Cost  
$3,490,100

Federal Cost

$1,815,050 

Non-Federal Cost
$1,675,050 


CURRENT STATUS:  A basin-wide flood reduction program is not economically justifiable.  Analyses of sediment transport and ecosystem restoration opportunities are ongoing.  An Interim Report will be prepared that provides recommendations for sediment reduction/removal and ecosystem restoration. The local sponsors are disappointed that a basin-wide flood reduction program will not be implemented.  A basin-wide ecosystem restoration plan appears to be possible, but does not appear to have public support.  Localized Continuing Authorities Program Section 206 projects may be ecosystem restoration alternatives to a basin-wide plan.  Many of the actions necessary to reduce sedimentation are not implementable as Corps programs.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’04):  Complete sediment transport studies, assessments of ecosystem restoration opportunities, and compile an Interim Report.
MAJOR WORK ITEM (FY ’05):  Finalize Interim Report.

AUTHORITY: This project is authorized under House Resolution (Docket 2468) dated 14 Sep 1995. 

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: IN-1, IN-2, IL-11

POINT OF CONTACT:  (Chicago District) Mr. Charles Shea, Program Manager, Program and Project Management Branch, telephone: 312-846-5568.

